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From the editor  
 
These continue to be very strange times. Nothing is 
happening… or at least, that’s what it feels like from here, 
where the only excitement on offer is watching the house 
opposite getting a new roof. This of course makes us wonder about the state of 
our roof, which is exactly the same age as the one that’s now lying in our 
neighbours’ garden. Oh, and I’ve had a haircut. I allowed it to grow a bit longer in 
lockdown but then began to see Ken Dodd looking at me from the mirror.  
 
Of course, lots of things are in fact happening behind the scenes and on Zoom, 
and our ministry team and others are working very hard to produce them - you 
can read about some of these in this edition of the magazine. Stewart muses 
about Growing Young (ah, if only one could) and the questions we should be 
asking ourselves. Kerr, who is Minister in Training with us, tells us why he wants 
to be a gritter driver (not really).  
 
There’s a lot from Michael, our Session Clerk about money and other matters. 
Michelle is still looking for knitted sheep, while you’re reminded about Christmas 
cards and calendars for St Columba’s and also for CrossReach. And there are 
some timely thoughts about caring for others, from Celia. 
 
I searched the internet for a Covid joke to end with, and this is the least 
depressing one – and suitable for an ex-English teacher:  
 
 
Q. What’s the difference between Covid-19 and Romeo and Juliet?  
A. One’s a coronavirus and the other’s a Verona crisis.  
 
Groan.  
 
 
Pam   
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From the minister        
 

Dear Friends and Neighbours, 
 
Identity.  Belonging.  Purpose. 
 

Questions of identity, belonging and purpose are a part of being human. 
 
These three themes were highlighted in the midst of our participation in the 
Growing Young initiative.  This initiative is an effort to think and pray carefully 
about our engagement with the younger generation(s).  In so doing there will be 
greater life and vitality, as well as a deeper faith, for all within a church community. 
 
It was suggested that remembering questions of identity, purpose and belonging 
will help us to understand the way forward. 
 
Identity.  Who am I? 
Belonging.  Where do I belong? 
Purpose.  How can I make a difference? 
 
And the responses? 
Identity.  You are enough… more than enough… because of Christ. 
Belonging.  We all belong with God’s people. 
Purpose.  I am invited into God’s story. 
 
These are some of the notes I jotted down during our last webinar, when a team 
from PJPC joined 21 other churches from around Scotland to share the wisdom of 
the Fuller Youth Institute.   Fuller have done extensive research into those 
churches that are able to attract and retain younger generations.  We are truly 
fortunate to be able to learn from their experience and thinking. 
 
These themes inform the lives of younger generations.  These themes inform the 
lives of any generation. 
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Yet as I read these, I realised that I was thinking about them in terms of individuals: 
myself, people I know, people in the church and people in the community.   
 
What insights might we gain if we asked ourselves about identity, belonging and 
purpose collectively? 
 
What if we asked these questions: 
Identity: Who are we as a congregation? 
Belonging: Where do we belong as a church? 
Purpose: How can we as a community of faith make a difference? 
 
And what if the answers applied to us collectively? 
 
Identity: You are enough because of Christ.  Would we (esp. the minister!) stop 
running around and doing things?  Stop worrying about what the world thinks of 
us and think about Christ’s call to us?  Would we actually find grace? 
 
Belonging: We belong with God’s people.  We belong with the wider Church of 
Scotland, with denominations around Scotland and around the world, with all of 
those who are a child of God.  Perspectives and horizons open up.  And when we 
know we belong, are we ready to take chances and risks? 
 
Purpose: We are invited into God’s story.  The story of our congregation, the 
stories of the constituent congregations, the stories of all people within them are 
drawn into a story so much greater than ourselves, a story that began at creation 
and in Eden, and will end in the New Jerusalem.  What if our purpose became a 
re-telling and re-living of that story of creating love, of challenge and of renewal?  
As one minister said to me about Christmas and the difficulties of making things 
fresh: just re-tell the story.  That’s what people want to hear. 
 
Identity.  Belonging.  Purpose. 
 
In my life I have been able to examine these themes from within the community 
of Christ.  As have many of us.  Challenge and support infused by love and grace.  
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Occasionally I am reminded of the value and richness of that gift: it is both 
humbling and inspiring.  Perhaps you too are reminded on occasion of the value 
and richness of this gift. 
 
What a gift for all of us to share with all people, all generations: a search for 
identity, belonging and purpose which begins in Christ and ends in God.  Which is 
the same thing, really. 
 
Stewart 
 

Worship  

 
We will continue to provide worship at 10am on Sundays at 
the church, as well as an 11am Zoom service. 
 
If you would like to book a seat for a 10am Sunday service 
(we unfortunately must limit our seating), please contact the church office on 657-
3401 by 12 noon on the preceding Friday.   
 
Bookings for 10am can also be made online.  The link for doing this changes each 
week but is updated weekly on our website, at www.portyjoppachurch.org 
 
Please do book ahead in order to ensure that we can accommodate people safely.  
If you discover you cannot attend, please do contact us. 
 

Should you wish to take part in the Zoom service at 11am, please 
do check the e-newsletters on Fridays.  If you don’t get the e-
newsletter, please contact Stewart. 

 
Many thanks and hope to see you soon.   
 
Stewart 

http://www.portyjoppachurch.org/
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Sunday 10 am services by telephone. 
 
Phone access to the service is also possible. Phone the 
office for details of how do this.  

 
 
 
 

 

Cards and calendars for St Columba’s 
 
As many will remember, Ian has for many years been selling Christmas cards and 
calendars for St Columba’s Hospice at coffee time after church.  
  
Sadly this year, because of the present circumstances, he isn’t going to be able to 
do this. 
  
However, the cards and calendars are available now at the St Columba’s shop at 
195 Portobello High Street, and it would be much appreciated if you could still 
support the charity by buying them at the shop instead. 
 

 
 
 

 
 “Whenever it is a damp, drizzly November 
in my soul, I shall recall the memory of 
warm, late summer afternoons… and be 
comforted greatly.”  
Penny Toney Horton 
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Report from General Assembly 2020 
 

As a consequence of the Coronavirus pandemic, the General Assembly of 2020 

was finally held on 2 and 3 October.   This year’s Moderator welcomed the 700 

or so delegates from all over Scotland who were participating online via Zoom.   

The key theme for the GA was that “it’s time for change”; a change accelerated 

by the Coronavirus pandemic.  The Moderator reminded us that even (and 

especially) during these difficult and unprecedented times we have a firm 

foundation upon which to trust: 

 

“I will be with your always even unto the end of the age.”  (Matthew 28:20) 

 

“I will never leave you nor forsake you.”   (Joshua 1:5) 

 

In light of this, the Moderator urged delegates to “hold our nerve” and to “carry 

on” (with our calling – to love God and to love our neighbour as ourselves). 

 

Over the course of the Friday evening and Saturday of the event, Convenors from 

the various Forums and Committees presented their reports and their 

“deliverances” upon which Commissioners were invited to vote.    

 

This was my first time as an attendee at the General Assembly.   Despite some of 

the very difficult challenges that lie ahead I found the whole experience to be 

both uplifting and inspiring.  I had not previously fully appreciated the breadth of 

outreach and Christian care, love and support that the church and its members 

provide to the “widows and orphans” of our day both here in Scotland and 

beyond.   I was also reassured by the realistic but hopeful way in which the 

recently appointed Chief Officer and his team are planning to introduce greater 

financial and operational discipline into how 121 is run as the church seeks to 

adapt to the many challenges that lie ahead.  The Moderator and Convenors of 
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Committees inspired confidence through their presentations and their consistent 

messaging regarding our reasons for hope and optimism.  

 

You can learn more about this year’s assembly by clicking on the link below from 

the Church of Scotland website: 

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/about-us/general-assembly/general-

assembly-2020 

 

Michael  

October 2020 

 

 

 

What you told us about what you value by 

being part of the PJPC family 

 
During a two-week period in August, we asked PJPC members a series of 

questions regarding how they were feeling about life during lockdown.    We 

were delighted to receive 120 replies from members of all ages and different 

personal circumstances. 

The key results from the survey were as follows: 

• 52% of respondents were either “positive” or “very positive” about 

getting back into the PJPC church buildings and halls with 23% expressing 

“negative” or “very negative” sentiments. 

• 56% of respondents were either “likely” or “very likely” to attend a 

physical worship service with 27% stating that they would not do so at the 

current time 

https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/about-us/general-assembly/general-assembly-2020
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/about-us/general-assembly/general-assembly-2020
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• Results were much more nuanced regarding online worship with 39% of 

respondents “likely” or “very likely” to participate but exactly the same 

percentage who said they would not 

• 82% of respondents stated that they benefited to a “high” or “very high” 

extent from being part of the PJPC church family with the regular 

communications through Thought for the Day, E-newsletter and church 

magazine particularly appreciated.  Many of you have also appreciated the 

pastoral care that has been provided throughout the lockdown. 

 

A great number of respondents provided very useful comments and insights 

which have helped to shape our plans as the lockdown measures have gradually 

eased.  Below is just one such comment which seems to sum up much of what 

many of us have been feeling. 

 
“It's a bit like not seeing a very good friend for a while... you just know that when 
you meet up again everything will be OK and normal, you'll pick up together 
seamlessly, and meanwhile you are in each other's thoughts and prayers.   The 
church is a building, the congregation is the family.” 
 

Do please continue to share your thoughts and experiences with the ministry 

team or your elder. 

 

Every blessing, 

Michael  

Session Clerk 
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Family Ministry 
November / December 2020 
 
A key focus of our Christian ministry and outreach at PJPC is to 
families and younger people.  Since 2010, we have employed a 
family worker to provide practical and pastoral support as well as to oversee a 
number of activities, including the following:   

• An ecumenical holiday club for up to 100 children youth each summer.   

• Coffee Break – a community café space for new parents.   

• Messy Church – an intergenerational informal worship space which 

introduces faith and Bible stories to families who are not regular church 

goers. 

• Godly Play – a way of engaging young children from a wide range of 

different backgrounds in the Biblical narrative.  Used to support primary 

schools in their RME classes as well as in a more traditional “Sunday 

School” setting. 

• Breakfast Club and BC2.0 – Groups for secondary age students and young 

adults which provide a safe and open environment in which to explore 

their spirituality and approach to faith in 21st Century Scotland. 

• Intergenerational social events/fundraisers for charity – an opportunity 

for people of all ages to have “natural” points of connection, often with a 

wider contribution towards the “common good”.   

Here’s how some of the users of our family ministry feel about the services we’ve 
been able to offer: 
“Having a new baby can be a very difficult time and Coffee Break provided me with 
a safe environment to discuss my worries and concerns with other people in the 
same boat. The support provided by Michelle and other mums in the group was 
invaluable for my mental and emotional well-being.”      
 
“Messy Church is an important part of my children’s spiritual upbringing.  It has 
helped to show them that church is a community where we support each other and 
that we can show and live Jesus’ teachings in our everyday lives by talking and 
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being together.  It has also shown them the beginnings of a life of service in Jesus’ 
name by working together.” 
 
“I can’t tell you how important Zoom Godly Play sessions have been to us, in the 
early weeks of lockdown where we needed familiarity and reassurance amidst the 
turmoil and in more recent weeks when we have needed something to sustain us 
and help us feel properly connected.” 
 
The funding for our family ministry has historically come from the income received 
from the investments held on our behalf by the General Trustees of the Church of 
Scotland.  Unfortunately, as investment yields continue to fall there is an 
increasing need to seek funding from other sources. 
 
Would you be able to help us to continue to employ a family worker and provide 
the pastoral support required by many families and young people in Portobello 
and Joppa during these challenging times?  You can do so in a number of ways – 
please check out the PJPC website or contact Anne on 0131 657 3401 for more 
detail.  Thank you for your support. 
 
Michael  
 
 

PJPC TLC 
 
During the past months of lockdown, restrictions, yet more restrictions and all 
the anxiety about the future that these bring, it is increasingly apparent that 
many people, not just the elderly, are becoming depressed, more vulnerable, 
over-anxious and showing mental and physical problems; as a result, it is very 
possibly the case that more of our members are in need of friendly contact. 
 
It is our duty of care that we are aware of our friends’ and neighbours’ difficulties 
at any time, and especially now with these extremely trying, uncertain and 
seemingly never-ending restriction to our “normality”. As the Christmas season 
approaches, none of us will be enjoying our usual period of festivities, either at 

https://www.portyjoppachurch.org/give
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home or with our friends at church. Let us all look out for those who are 
especially sad or who will miss the companionship of friends or family at this or 
any other time. 
 
If anyone has concerns about the welfare of a member of our church family or in 
the wider orbit of the church, please do let us know and we can take it from 
there. 
 
People to contact:  Stewart  (sweaver@churchofscotland.org.uk) 
                                  Lourens (ldejager@churchofscotland.org.uk) 
                                  Celia       (celiafoley41@yahoo.co.uk) 
 
Remember - we are all one family, all connected. Let’s look out for each other. 
 
Celia  
Pastoral Convenor  
 
 

Videos and Photos from Thought for the Day:  
An Archive of a Community Pulling Together! 
 
In April and May, members of the congregation pulled together to keep each other 
connected and engaged. 
 
Many people offered videos of music, poetry readings and photographs to keep 
our spirits up and our souls intact. 
 
It was such a terrific outpouring of energy and care that we decided to capture all 
of this on a memory stick. 
 
SO, if you’d like a collection of the videos and photos produced in those first weeks 
and months of lockdown, please do let us know at the e-mails or phone number 
below.  We can then think about the best way to get them to you. 

mailto:sweaver@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:ldejager@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:celiafoley41@yahoo.co.uk
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The memory sticks will also be made available to pick up during the Sunday 10am 
services. 
 
In response, you’d be more than welcome to make a ‘wee donation’ to the church 
via the website!  Or a little something by cheque sent to the church office (1 
Brunstane Rd. North EH15 2DL) wouldn’t go amiss either! 
 
Thanks.  Enjoy.   
 
Stewart 
 
 
 
 

 
One day, Adam was visited by an angel, who told him that God 
was going to send him a helper. “She’ll look like you, only more 
beautiful, and she’ll cook and clean for you and do anything you want 
her to. But most importantly of all, she’ll never suggest that you do a few jobs 
around the place and she’ll always be in a good mood.” 
 
“Sounds too good to be true,” said Adam. “What’s the catch?” 
 
“Well, you have to give up an arm and a leg,” said the angel. 
 
Adam considered this. “And what if I give up a bit less? Like maybe a rib?” 
 
“Ah well, in that case…” said the angel. 
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Financial Update 
November / 
December 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As Charles Dickens famously wrote in his introduction to his classic novel The Tale 
of Two Cities, “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times…” - the year 2020 
has clearly been an “epoch” like no other in our lifetimes. 
 
It is against a backdrop of lockdown, closure of church buildings and an inability to 
gather together as a church family that our Honorary Treasurer along with our 
venerable Administrator and Bookkeeper have been carefully stewarding our 
financial resources. 
 
Thanks to your ongoing generosity during these difficult and challenging times, we 
are currently forecasting a relatively modest expense overrun in 2020 (of £10k-
£15k).   Compared to many other churches, charities and organisations, this is 
indeed a remarkable outcome and one that is testimony to so many people’s 
commitment to PJPC.    On behalf of the Finance team, can I say a heartfelt thank 
you to everyone who has made a financial contribution during 2020! 
 
The outlook for 2021 continues to be challenging.  As you can see from the table 
opposite, we are currently forecasting a fairly significant deficit for next year.    
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Congregational Fund  9 months to 
30 September 

2020 

 2021 (budget) 

     

Income  £160,744  £205,020* 

     

Expenditure  £174,568  £230,910 

     

Surplus / (Deficit)  (£13,824)  (£25,890) 

               * Excludes additional funds raised in support of 
family ministry 

 
We have recently been advised by Presbytery that our Ministry and Mission 
contribution is to be reduced by 15% compared to that paid in 2020.   This will 
obviously be of considerable help during the coming months.   Unfortunately, 
however, the income from our investments is likely to be down by more than this 
and so we will continue to rely to a very significant degree upon the continued 
regular giving from members of our PJPC community and congregation. 
 
During 2021 we will be making a particular effort to raise additional funds to cover 
the costs of our family ministry which have historically been met from our 
investment income.  Would you be able to help us to continue to employ a family 
worker and provide the pastoral support required by many families and young 
people in Portobello and Joppa during these challenging times?  You can do so in 
a number of ways – please check out the PJPC website or contact Anne on 0131 
657 3401 for more detail.   
 
Thank you once again for your support during 2020 – we are indeed truly blessed! 
 
MDC 

  

https://www.portyjoppachurch.org/give
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Calling all knitters 
 
Every autumn we ask for knitters to 
help us make several small knitted 
sheep that will journey with our 
knitted nativity around the houses 
throughout Advent. Houses that 
host the Messy Church Knitivity for 
a day get to keep a sheep to 
remember when they hosted the 
set. It has been a lovely tradition to 
share the Christmas nativity, 
however, this year it won’t be 
possible to share one knitted nativity set around 25 houses as sharing resources 
from house to house while Covid 19 will most likely still be active will not be a 
good idea. 
 
Even though the full knitivity set can’t travel, I’m planning something else for 
Advent for all of the church families and I’m wondering if there are some nimble 
thimbles out there who would be willing to knit even more sheep this year.  I’m 
looking to get around 150 small sheep knitted this year for a surprise project.  
Can you help? If so, email me for the knitting pattern. I’ll need all the sheep by 15 
November.  If you message me at families@portyjoppachurch.org to let me 
know when you have sheep ready, we can arrange a time to meet up or you can 
post them to me.  Thanks so much!                                                
 
 Michelle  
  

mailto:families@portyjoppachurch.org
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Junior Drama update 
 

Hi everyone! We at Junior Drama hope you are all keeping well and 
are coping with the Covid-19 restrictions.  It’s been hard on 
everyone, some more than others, and we would like to thank all 
the frontline workers who have been there for everyone.  We would also like to 
thank everyone who has tried to make things better for everyone else. Well done 
to you all.  Through this time we haven’t had Fiona and Sandra with us as they 
had other things to do to help others, but we appreciate both of them and all 
their hard work 
 

So what has Junior Drama been up to since the last time we wrote?  Well, we’ve 
continued with Zoom rehearsals, which has not always been easy for all our 
young actors, but Charlotte and I have tried to keep it as much fun as we could 
for them. We felt the connection to keep them together and to support them 
was important for them.   
 

Our routine would be a wee chat with them to see how they are and what they 
had been up to that week. A lot had paintings and artwork to show us.  It would 
be great to do something in the future with their artwork. Charlotte would do 
one of her famous warm-ups with them to get us started. We would then 
rehearse the script and sometimes go into breakout rooms with them which was 
really good. We would then finish with a game. 
 

Some of our young people though found Zoom a struggle so we decided half-way 
through to stop rehearsing “Rock Bottom” as it was proving pretty difficult for 
our young people playing different roles as well as their own.  Our new plan was 
to go through some short scripts, which worked and was really good fun. We 
then decided to Zoom record one of the scripts to keep Zoom more interesting 
for them and also to show their families what we had been doing. This was more 
difficult than I thought but over 3-4 weeks we did manage something. We 
showed the Premier of Ali Babi on the 6th August at Junior Drama’s last Zoom 
rehearsal. We also had party games throughout rehearsals since it was their last 
night. 
Jamie  
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Gardening with George - More plant lore 

from George, horticulturist and star of the small 
screen. 
 

I spent almost all my working life (38 years) at the 
Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, joining it as a 
student on the three-year Diploma Horticulture 
Edinburgh (DHE) course in 1966.  When I completed 
the course in 1969 it was my intention to seek a post in the Horticultural advisory 
service. The only post advertised at the time was in Northern Ireland and my 
tutor suggested that it might not be the safest move to make. Instead I was 
offered a position as a Botanical Foreman at the Royal Botanic Garden with 
responsibility for student plots and the teaching of plant identification – and so 
my destiny was decided.     
 

‘Tis harvest time. On the allotment, pumpkins and squashes are ripe and perfect 
for harvesting.  The recent frosts have wilted the leaves on the various pumpkins 
and squashes I have grown this year and to be honest, some have done better 
than others. The little squash ‘Buffy Ball’ has produced a good crop of grapefruit-
sized fruits. Their skins are as hard as nails and so they should store well.  The 
problem arises when you try to cook them.  
 

I thought that a couple of minutes in the microwave at full power would do the 
job. Unfortunately, full power for a couple of minutes caused a build-up of steam 
inside the squash and as the seconds ticked away so the pressure grew until…  
 

It took some time to clean the inside of the microwave oven and return it to its 
former sparkling glory. 
 

I have since found that the best method of attack is to plop them in boiling water 
for about 10 minutes to soften the bullet-proof skins before splitting and 
scooping out the central core of seeds.  We have about 60 little pumpkins with 
which to experiment.  There is no such problem with the variety ‘Crown Prince’, 
a grey-blue thin-skinned pumpkin with deliciously flavoured bright orange flesh. 
This is a pumpkin which is easily dissected and makes wonderful soup.  There are 
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10 Crown Prince currently drying off in the garden shed and glasshouse for use 
over winter. 
 

Between the garden at home and the allotment, I seem to have accumulated 
quite an interesting collection of apple cultivars/varieties, both culinary and 
dessert.  Some have odd names like ‘Bloody Ploughman’,  ‘Shoesmith’, 
‘Schoolmaster’ and ‘ Norfolk Royal Russet ‘ and  it is difficult to suggest a 
favourite as each in its own way has something different to offer by way of taste, 
texture  or use in the kitchen.  The apples of gardens and orchards have 
developed over millennia from the seeds of ancient species which originated in 
Central Asia and China.  The apple appears in ancient mythology (the golden 
apple of the Gods) and of the Old Testament account of Adam and Eve it’s 
traditionally said that an apple was the fruit of the tree of Good and Evil in the 
Garden of Eden - the fruit that caused temptation.  
  

In the early days of settlement in North America an enterprising young man by 
the name of John Chapman (Johnny Appleseed) collected bags of apple pips from 
some of his local cider makers and set off westwards to make his fortune. He was 
a pioneer nurseryman. Choosing fertile sites on the bends of rivers where he 
thought settlers would setup homesteads and towns, he sowed his apple pips, 
raised the trees, sold the seedlings to the incoming settlers and then moved on 
to the next favourable site. Thus through his endeavours the apple was spread 
across America. The fruits of these trees were often sour and only fit for making 
cider, which was a great advantage to the new settlers given that there was little 
safe, fresh pure water available for drinking.  Occasionally a seedling tree would 
produce a sweet- fleshed apple and it was from such a chance seedling that the 
variety ‘Golden Delicious’ was discovered, which, when crossed with various 
other popular apples, has given rise to ‘Elstar’, ‘Gala’ and ‘Jonagold’, all of which 
appear on our supermarket shelves.  We are eating some home grown ‘Elstar’ at 
the moment and I have to say they taste Delicious.  
 

Sow enough seed and something magic will happen.  
Stay safe and Happy Gardening 
George  
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A call to prayer 
 

 

Your good and His glory 

If you suffer for doing good and… endure… this is commendable 

before God (Peter, 2, 20.) 

 

Many of the people we admire in the Bible were badly treated. And God 

permitted it to happen. Daniel was thrown to the lions and Joseph was 

imprisoned. They did nothing to deserve it.  

 

Peter says, “If you suffer for doing good and endure it, this is commendable… 

To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, 

that you should follow in his steps. Notice, you are “called” to overcome 

difficulties. There is purpose in your pain. And nothing can touch you without 

first passing through the loving hands of your heavenly Father. Everything you’re 

going through now is preparing you to serve him more effectively.  

 

Paul said, “At my preliminary hearing no one stood by me. They all ran… But it 

doesn’t matter – the Master stood by me and helped me spread the message.” 

(2 Timothy 4,16-17.) 

 

Whether God takes you out of the situation or leads you through it, trust Him. 

 
© 2016:  This devotional is produced by United Christian Broadcaster, free of charge through the generosity of 
our supporters.   As a gift to the body of Christ, permission is given to Churches and Christian organisations to 
copy up to a maximum of 52 daily excerpts per year.   Excerpts must acknowledge The Word for Today as the 
source, give the UCB address (see below) and inform that free issues of the daily devotional are available for the 
UK and Republic of Ireland - .Westport Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent 
ST6 4JF 
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Brain-teaser 

 

This month I’ve been thinking about Armistice Day, and 

decided to see how many words I could make out of the 

letters in these two words. I stopped when I’d got to 28. How many can 

you manage? (My answers are below). 

 

And also - a couple of Armistice/Remembrance Day quiz questions:  

1) In what sort of construction was the Armistice signed? 

2) What happened to this construction in 1940? 

3) Why do Norway, Denmark and the Netherlands not celebrate 

Armistice Day?  

(Answers - according to Google - below.) 

 
 

 

 
Alison  

Cast, mast, trace, drama, dramatic, stream, dream, cream, acts, 

maid, icy, steam, meat, team, year, yeast, mace, dice, rice, star, 

star, stair, diary, dairy, army, stray, stay, mice, crime, data, card, 

mist, time, emit, master, trim, edit, trade 

 

1)In a railway carriage (37 miles from Paris) 

2)Hitler took it to Germany to put on display 

3)They were neutral during World War 1. 
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Getting to know you – Kerr, who’s on placement with 

us at the moment.  He writes: Hi there, my name is Kerr and I 
am actually a Weegee – sorry!  I was born in Glasgow in the 

sixties (just) and seemed to move further and further north until 
I ended up in Callander in 1999.   I have one son, Kenny, who is turning 25 
this year and is engaged to Kirsty, who is a geography teacher.   
 
I have had an interesting and varied career – I started off in the family 
business of pubs and hotels before leaving to try a career in sales before 
finally ending up working for an IT training company as the sales manager 
and also a technical trainer.  For the past few summers, to support me 
through university, I have had great fun as a personal tour guide – 
basically taking Americans around Scotland telling all them sorts of tall 
tales from Haggis hunting to wind farms being the fans that we use to 
keep us cool in the summer! 
 
I have quite a close connection to Portobello now!  I was married in 
Portobello & Joppa church (eventually) on the 1st August to someone you 
already know – Moira, who was a previous candidate with yourselves! 
 
Portobello & Joppa is now my 3rd placement.  My first placement was in St 
Ninian’s Old in Stirling and I had a summer placement in Stockbridge.  I am 
studying at Highland Theological College in Dingwall but thankfully they 
have been doing remote learning for a long time so Covid hasn’t impacted 
our learning as much as other institutions. 
 
I am looking forward to my time with you and I am hoping to meet more 
of you as time progresses! 
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Q.  What is a favourite hymn, and why?  
A.  Hymn 81 - I to the hills will lift mine 
eyes.  It was actually my school hymn that 
we had to learn off by heart and I still 
know it now but it has been a constant in 
my life from both before and after my 
coming to faith.  I also use it as a 
meditative prayer to help me remember 
the promises that are within it and also 
how it has helped me through hard times in past.  
 
Q. What is an early church memory? 
A. Not really a church memory but at school I can remember morning 
assemblies when we would get Bible stories, which always fascinated 
me.  
 

Q. In an alternative life, what job would you have chosen?  
A. My son when he was 4 wanted to be a gritter driver – when asked 
why he looked at me with that wonderful weird look of “what a silly 
question” and answered – “Because they only work in the winter!” A 
gritter driver!  
 
Q. What are you reading at the moment?  
A. An awful lot – one of the joys of university is the breadth of 

material that you have to engage with! 
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Q. How did you find lockdown? 
A. I had just moved from Callander through to Edinburgh so it was 
interesting to say the least.  I think I would have found lockdown very 
hard in Callander as I had really good neighbours and I spent a lot of 
time in and out of friends’ houses and likewise had a constant stream 
of folk through my door. 

 
Q. What extra tasks have you done/ are you planning to do before 

lockdown is completely over? 
A. Still tidying up from the move! 
 
Q. What are you longing to do once lockdown is completely over?  

A. I am a hugger – say no more!  
 
Q. Tell us something that not many people know about you.  
A. My claim to fame is that not only did Billy Connolly use to take me 

to school but one of his sketches is about my family! 
 
Q. What luxury would you take to a desert island? 
A. A coffee machine! 

 
Q. What do you do to relax? 
A. Have dinner with friends, walk Douglas the Dug, or sometimes just 

sit and watch rubbish on TV! 
 
Q. Where would you go in a time machine and why? 
A. I have spent a number of summers as a personal tour guide around 

Scotland and had a wonderful time talking about the wonderful 
country that is Scotland and its history.   Would love to go back in 
time to some of those times and see the story for myself. 
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Q. What is a favourite quotation?  
A. “To be born a gentleman is a fluke – to die a gentleman is an 

achievement.” 
 
Q. What do you miss (or not 
miss) about being a child?  
A. Having no bills? And I am sure 
the summers were longer and the 
winters snowier! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Q. What gets you up in the morning (apart from your alarm clock)?  
A. Did I mention I had a springer spaniel?   I am a bit of a project man – 
I always like to have some sort of project on the go – something that I 
can study and find out more about and then do practically. 
 

 
 

CrossReach Christmas cards 
 

As well as the cards and calendars at the St Columba’s shop in Portobello, you 
can also look at the selection available from CrossReach, the social work arm of 
the Church of Scotland. View their selection on www.shop.crossreach.org.uk or 
phone 0131 454 4374 for a paper catalogue.  

 
 

  

http://www.shop.crossreach.org.uk/
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News from CrossReach – This (adapted) 

article was written by a young man who got his life back 
on track with the help of the Cyrenians and Cunningham 
House, CrossReach’s safe and supportive hostel for 
homeless people in Edinburgh.  
 
My story starts with coming to the end of my tether 
with a drug habit. I found myself in hospital, half dead, where I met an 
organisation called Cyrenians.  The Cyrenians worked with me closely and 
eventually, with an Arch Angel looking down on me, I finally received note that I 
had a place in Cunningham House. 
 
The first moment I stepped in Cunningham I realised, "They are here for you.” 
Later, I got chatty with the staff, one in particular, who helped me to the point 
where I really believe in myself. I set my goals high because this opportunity does 
not come round too often. The support I have had is very special to me and will 
hold for the rest of my life. Now I can now reach out for help freely, speaking 
about my problems and not using drugs as a way of forgetting the past. 

 
Weddings 
 
10 October Kenneth and Abby of Portobello 
 

Baptism 
 
24 October Flora, daughter of Stuart and Kirsty of Portobello  
 

Remembering 

 
17 October Anne Currie of Restalrig 
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LIFE AND WORK NOVEMBER 2020  
Service and Needs Looking back at the Church’s work 

providing for the forces at home and abroad during the 

Second World War. 

What Matters Most Jackie Macadam meets Sarah Davidson, chief executive of 

the Carnegie UK Trust, and learns about the influence of faith on her life. 

War, Sacrifice and Gratitude Jeff Hopewell describes how stained glass has been 

used in some churches to remember the sacrifices of war. 

Trusting God The Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair says we are going to have to get better at 

living with uncertainty, trusting that God is with us. 

Stop Fuelling the Fire Kirsten Clarke describes her year as one of Christian Aid’s 

Prophetic Activists 

With Scorching Heat and Drought Adrian Shaw reflects on the Church of 

Scotland’s history on climate change. 

Poppies, Medals and Hot Chocolate The Very Rev Albert Bogle reflects on the 

month of November 

Online 
Visit www.lifeandwork.org for news and exclusive features, including 
Coronavirus Diaries from Church of Scotland mission partners across the world. 
You can also find us at facebook.com/lifeandwork or on Twitter 
@cofslifeandwork  
 
Subscribe online from £12, or download a digital copy for £1.99; return the form 
in the magazine or speak to your church’s Life and Work coordinator. Gift 
subscriptions are also available: an ideal Christmas present! 

http://www.lifeandwork.org/
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MAGAZINE/DIARY DEADLINES 

 
December 2020/January 2021 Sunday 22nd November 2020 
February 2021   Sunday 24th January 2021 
March 2021   Sunday 21st February 2021 
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