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From the editor  
 

Recently I went to visit our 
daughter and granddaughter in 
London – by train, tube and bus. 
The lady in the opposite seat in the train 
southwards insisted on telling me her life story, 

and kept lowering her face mask to whisper breathily across the table as she 
recounted the more colourful episodes. I’m not sure she exactly grasped the 
reality of the idea behind wearing a mask but I’m choosing to believe that she 
wasn’t wafting the virus in my direction. We’ll soon find out…  
 
Stewart gives us some thoughts in his letter about various sorts of reality – the 
good and the less comfortable. There’s information about the various ways in 
which we can join in worship – in person, by Zoom or by phone, or even by 
memory stick. Michelle has lots of news about what she’s doing with young 
people, while Gordon tells us what’s happening with the BBs – in all these cases, 
mostly at a distance. 
 
And there are the usual features, in one of which we discover what Keith did that 
his mother wasn’t very pleased about…  
 
Looking back at what I’ve written, I marvel at how little of it would have made 
sense to me – or any of us – a year ago. Still, at least you can be glad you’re not 
our son, who sent us the following WhatsApp message this morning – he was 
looking after the children, aged 4 and 1, while his wife was at work: “I saw the 
cat looking behind the radiator. A mouse. As I attempted to rescue the mouse, it 
ran up inside my sleeve. Eventually May and I persuaded the mouse into an 
empty jug. Meanwhile Hector took the opportunity to remove a packet of cereal 
from a kitchen cupboard and pour it over the living room floor.” 
 
 
 
Pam  
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From the minister        
 

Dear Friends and Neighbours, 
 
‘The first job of leaders is to define reality.’ 
 

This quote from Max De Pree provided a starting point for my reflection on 13 
September.  My musings can still be seen on our Facebook page… unless they have 
been removed due to breach of aesthetic etiquette!  
 
Reality for the churches right now is challenging, as I emphasised in the course of 
that reflection.    Numbers are going down and the average age of members going 
up. 
 
Yet there are other realities.  Some churches, especially the independent 
churches, continue to remain healthy.  Some churches are able to attract and 
retain the younger generations that so many of us are lacking. 
 
And there is, of course, a deeper reality which is God’s reality.  Where we are 
called to follow the path of loving service forged by Christ, a reality that is marked 
by a Christ who kneeled at the feet of disciples, doubters and betrayers to wash 
them, forgive them and reveal facets and depths of love never before imagined. 
 
Rooting ourselves in God’s eternal reality will give us the depth and maturity to 
pursue the call to love, serve and create a healthy, generous, open congregation. 
 
How to do that?   
 
I have mentioned in recent services that I turned to the Church of Scotland Book 
of Common Order during lockdown.  It is a treasure trove of prayers, orders of 
service and readings that provided stability, continuity and structure when all was 
swirling about.  Simply turning to that bit of calm, rooted in tradition, helped me 
to face the present and the future.  A few phrases, a sense of worshipfulness and 
the voices of saints from days gone by. 
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In times of flux, of stress, what do you do to calm the unsettled soul?  To focus the 
skittery mind?  To slow the breathing?  To root yourself in God’s peace?  Many 
talked about walks on the beach or somewhere in nature.  A book of prayers, a bit 
of time with powerful passages from the Old or New Testament or meditations 
can be so very soothing and provide the wisdom and perspective that can come 
only from God. 
 
Recently, however, two conversations have pointed to other expressions of God’s 
grace. 
 
A meeting of Presbytery, thinking about the future of the church in Edinburgh, 
turned to new congregations that could be founded, new expressions of church.  
There was the acknowledgement that a new language needed to be learnt for a 
new and different culture.  The tone of the meeting lifted.  There was excitement, 
there was interest, there was energy.  What was God saying? 
 
I met recently with Michelle and a few members of our Breakfast Club.  At a few 
points there was a tangible sense of energy: where they have helped serve others 
(hosting African singers; helping out at a refugee gathering; providing a holiday 
hamper to Syrian refugees; cleaning a house for an older relative; doing a sleepout 
to raise money for Bethany Christian Trust; watching as an African school in 
Tanzania, twinned to Towerbank, turned on its first ever light switch).  There were 
a few stories of older people in the congregation who had marvellous stories to 
tell of fascinating lives.   
 
The interest, excitement and energy were palpable and they were inspiring. 
 
How are these two connected?  Two conversations and time spent with the Book 
of Common Order? 
 
Until we listen to God we cannot possibly hear what others are saying. 
Or, to put it another way, when we have spent time centring ourselves in God’s 
eternal grace, love, light and life, we are attuned to God’s voice speaking to us in 
a myriad of ways.   
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Then, and only then, will we hear, see and intuit the one who unfurled the 
heavens, flung stars into space and knelt at the feet of ordinary, fallible human 
beings in order to teach them vividly how to love one another. 
 
This leader, our Christ, didn’t just define reality.  He created reality.  He re-defined 
reality.  And in Christ’s ongoing love, continues to re-create it and re-define it day 
after day after day. 
 
That reality is the real reality.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Stewart 

 
10 AM Worship: In the sanctuary!  

 
We can now gather again in the sanctuary for worship! 
 
Services will commence promptly at 10am and the services will be followed by 
an opportunity for quiet reflection and prayer.   
 
Spaces will be limited so a strict booking system will be in place.   

 
To make a booking, please telephone 0131 657 3401 and provide the details 
requested.  
 
You will be contacted by email on the Friday prior to the service to confirm your 
place.    
 
 For those unable to attend a physical worship service, PJPC will continue to host 
an online Zoom service at 11am every Sunday.  For details see the next page.  
 

Please contact Lourens if you need any technical help with doing so.   
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Quiet Time  

 

There is NO separate Quiet Time.   

 
After the 10am service, 
those who wish will have a chance 
to sit for a while in the quiet. 
 
 

Zoom Service and Zoom Tea/coffee  
At 11am there will be a 30 minute Zoom service...  

 

The service is followed by virtual tea and coffee.   

 

Meeting ID: 831 6018 2258 

Password: 115069   

 

Link (just click on this and it should take you in): 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83160182258?pwd=WUlvSnVocHJwL3A0RTBlam9sY

2hvZz09 

 
Sunday services by telephone. 
 
To connect by telephone you need to  

▪ Dial the number 0131 460 1196. 

▪ When instructed, enter on the phone keypad the meeting id 

as  

831 6018 2258. 

▪ Then press the # key. 

▪ When instructed, enter on the phone keypad the password as 115069. 

▪ Then press the # key. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83160182258?pwd=WUlvSnVocHJwL3A0RTBlam9sY2hvZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83160182258?pwd=WUlvSnVocHJwL3A0RTBlam9sY2hvZz09
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The meeting id and password should not change before the end of December 
2020 – this will only change before then for security reasons or if Zoom gets 
updated and we will give as much notice of the change as we can. 
 
For those who can use a PC, laptop, iPad or smartphone, you can connect using 
the Zoom program or app, with the same meeting id and password as above. 
 
 
 
 

 

News from CrossReach  
the social work arm of the Church of Scotland 

 
What do the following have in common?  

• Families at Perth Prison Visitor's Support and Advice Centre 

• Mums and Dads at CrossReach's Perinatal Mental Health centres  

• Children with alcohol issues and other trauma at home 

• Adults needing counselling after a lifetime of drug use 

• Children living in poverty helped through Daisy Chain in Govanhill  

• Adults needing support for mental health issues 
 
Yes, they are all services CrossReach provide, but more than that: none of 
them are quick fixes. They take time, and money, to provide the loving care 
that's needed to make the change. 
 
You can be part of the change. 
 
To support CrossReach, call us now on 0131 454 4374 to find out about 
making a regular, ongoing donation to CrossReach to make an ongoing 
change.  
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 During the Covid Lock-down, it was especially difficult for residents of our Care 
Homes and their families to stay in touch. 
 
Thanks to the amazing response of our supporters to the Covid-19 Emergency 
Appeal, CrossReach were able to equip many of our Care Homes with electronic 
tablets. This means families can stay in touch with each other. 
 
Funding for Moray Perinatal Service 
We are delighted to have received funding from the Perinatal and Infant Mental 
Health Fund to develop CrossReach's Perinatal service in Moray. 
 
We look forward to continuing our relationship with our partner organisations 
and thank Inspiring Scotland for their ongoing support of CrossReach Perinatal 
Services. 
 
 

 

 

Internet Banking 
If you are sending CrossReach a donation via internet banking, you will be 
asked the name of the account you are transferring the money to, which is 
CROSSREACH DIR DON 
Call us on 0131 454 4374 for full information. 
  
We've been paid! 
We've recently been paid by easyfundraising! Thanks to everyone who's 
raised money for us using this simple way to raise funds for CrossReach while 
you shop on-line. 
If you're not supporting CrossReach this way, please sign up now. It takes two 
minutes and 4,200+ shops will donate to us for free every time you shop with 
them! 
Visit: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/crossreach 
Thank you.  

 

https://crossreach.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=854d70cdaf933f71ec1c45f51&id=8d51eba52c&e=6b999745e5
https://crossreach.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=854d70cdaf933f71ec1c45f51&id=24870d83a0&e=6b999745e5
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Videos and Photos from Thought for the Day:  
An Archive of a Community Pulling Together! 
 
In April and May, members of the congregation pulled together to keep each other 
connected and engaged. 
 
Many people offered videos of music, poetry readings and 
photographs to keep our spirits up and our souls intact. 
 
It was such a terrific outpouring of energy and care that we decided to capture all 
of this on a memory stick. 
 
SO, if you’d like a collection of the videos and photos produced in those first weeks 
and months of lockdown, please do let us know at the e-mails or phone number 
below.  We can then think about the best way to get them to you. 
 
The memory sticks will also be made available to pick up during the Sunday 10am 
services. 
 
In response, you’d be more than welcome to make a ‘wee donation’ to the church 
via the website!  Or, a little something by cheque sent to the church office (1 
Brunstane Rd. North EH15 2DL) wouldn’t go amiss either! 
 
Thanks.  Enjoy. Stewart 
 
office@portyjoppachurch.org.uk 
0131-657-3401 (church office) 
 

 
 

mailto:office@portyjoppachurch.org.uk
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Calling all knitters – a 
reminder 

 
Every autumn we ask for knitters to 
help us make several small knitted 
sheep that will journey with our 
knitted nativity around the houses 
throughout Advent. Houses that 
host the Messy Church Knitivity for 
a day get to keep a sheep to 
remember when they hosted the 
set. It has been a lovely tradition to 
share the Christmas nativity – however, this year it won’t be possible to share 
one knitted nativity set around 25 houses as sharing resources from house to 
house while Covid 19 will most likely still be active will not be a good idea. 
 
Even though the full knitivity set can’t travel, I’m planning something else for 
Advent for all of the church families and I’m wondering if there are some nimble 
thimbles out there who would be willing to knit even more sheep this year.  I’m 
looking to get around 150 small sheep knitted this year for a surprise project.  
Can you help? If so, email me for the knitting pattern. I’ll need all the sheep by 
15 November.  If you message me to let me know when you have sheep ready, 
we can arrange a time to meet up or you can post them to me.  Thanks so much!                                                
 
 Michelle  
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Breakfast Club Reunited  
 
After five months apart, Breakfast Club re-gathered in person 

this September.  Breakfast Club looks quite different. We’re 
currently meeting outside on the church lawn sitting on floor mats.  We bring 
our own hot drinks and snacks and we meet at 2pm on a Sunday afternoon, far 
from breakfast time. However, it is so wonderful to see the young people in 
person again and re-connect.   
The first week, Lourens and I gathered with 13 young people.  We discussed 
stress and anxiety. We introduced the youth group to an online resource called 
Headstrong which has been developed by Youthscape and the Mind & Soul 
Foundation. It is a space just for young people with a focus on promoting 
positive mental wellbeing.  In our session of introducing Headstrong, we also 
talked about prayer and leaning on God in our times of stress and worry. We 
held silence and prayed to close our time together. 
 
The following week it was a bit quieter with September weekend, but we met 
anyhow with Stewart co-leading this time.  Along with 5 young people we talked 
about service and what it means to be Christ-like in service to the world. We 
thought through how our church serves in the world locally and internationally.  
We thought about what service looks like in our own lives and where we could 
help others more.  We decided on a couple of service projects to take forward at 
this time. For instance, we have a plan to pair up Breakfast Clubbers with older 
members of the congregations to form pen pals while we are in this season of 
staying more at home.  We’re also interested in putting together a virtual 
Porridge Sunday for Mary’s Meals. Keep an eye on the church Facebook page 
and Stewart’s newsletter for more information when it is planned. 
 
Our next session, Stewart and I will be planning with the young people to lead 
Harvest Sunday worship online.  Hope you’ll join us in worship at 11am on 4 
October as we celebrate Harvest together as a church family on Zoom. 

 
Michelle  
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Sunday Stars  
 
After five months of sharing Godly Play online, we 
decided to take a break from full Godly Play sessions 
and try out leading Sunday Stars online.  Ann Smuga, Jamie Clabby and Sarah 
Rennie have joined me on Zoom to meet up with our church families on Sunday 
mornings from 9:30am to 10:30am.  We have some news and catch up time to 
start, then play a game with Jamie, followed on a bible story from Sarah or 
myself, then we get a bit crafty with Ann, play another game with Jamie and 
finish with Sarah leading us in prayer. It is a full, fun hour together to start our 
Sunday morning. Any children aged three to P7 are welcome to join us. It is 
helpful if parents can be there to help with crafts on your side of the Zoom call 
and we love to see your faces too! Message me for Zoom details. 
 
We will go back to Godly Play sessions at the start of October and then take a 
two-week break from online family ministry for the October school holidays 
before coming back with online Sunday Stars on 1 November. 
 
Michelle  
 
 

Messy Church at Home  
 
After five months of online Messy Church, our team 
decided to take a new way to deliver some of Messy Church to families at home.  
For August/September Messy Church, we put together Harvest Messy Church 
bags to give to families at home.  The bags included some crafts and prayer ideas 
for families to share at home alongside some sweets as a treat.   
 
Our theme for the Harvest bags was being with God in our daily rhythms. We 
encouraged families to read Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and think together about what 
it means to love God with all your heart, soul and strength.  We encouraged 
them to wonder together about how we can remember this commandment 
throughout the day with everyone we meet.  The activities were planned to 
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encourage engaging with this Bible passage throughout the day.  Remember God 
in your walk to and from school as you explore the autumn colours.  Collect 
conkers and pray with them, thinking on the work God is doing in us even when 
life outside feels prickly.  Create a Harvest wreath to hang on your door and 
remember God in your arriving and leaving.  Decorate and fill a box with natural 
wonders, remembering God in creation.  Decorate a candle to light as you say or 
sing grace each night for dinner.  Make friendship bracelets to tie on your wrist 

and remember God’s commandments.  Decorate a 
bookmark with this verse to remember God as you 
open your book to read.  Reuben also gave us a list 
of prayers and blessings we can say throughout the 
day, working prayer into our daily rhythm as a 
family. 
 
These bags were a joy to 

create and even more of a blessing to deliver. A team 
of five Messy Church volunteers gave out the bags in 
the middle of September.  With each delivery, we had 
an opportunity to see a Messy Church family in their 
garden or at their front door. We had an opportunity 
to re-connect and for some to provide pastoral care.  
In total, 40 bags were handed out and gratefully 
received. We were thankful to be back in contact with 
many families we had not seen since March as online 
Messy Church didn’t work for so many families with young children. 
 
The bags aren’t the same as gathering together for Messy Church in-person and 
sharing a meal together, worship and crafts. However, it is connection and it is 
supporting families to explore their faith together at home. It’s a bit messier than 
Messy Church as we know it, but just as valuable.  Our Messy Church team is 
looking forward to developing our October bag, thinking of light in the world.  
Our Advent bag will go out in late November. The Advent Messy Church bag will 
be distributed to an even wider group as we want to encourage and support 
families celebrating Advent at home this year. We’ll be giving out our Advent 
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bags to the crèche, Sunday Stars, Breakfast Club and Coffee Break families as 
well as our Messy Church families.   
 
I wonder how this season at home away from Messy Church may encourage 
families along the way but I am also looking forward to the day we can gather 
once more for a meal around the Messy table. 
 
Michelle  
 
 

Boys’ Brigade   

Normally I would be reporting on the activities we had over the 
summer and how great the Company Section visit to Craggan 
was – we were meant to host our friends from the FDF in Denmark this 
year. I would be welcoming the boys back and also welcoming new members to 
the Anchor Boys. We would be looking forward to events coming up in the new 
session such as the Junior Section weekend holiday to Canty Bay. 

Unfortunately as we all know, the summer activities didn’t happen and we are 
having to curtail our activities for the coming session. That doesn’t mean 
however that we can’t look forward to the activities we can do! 

All 3 sections have started back with ‘virtual evenings’ so far, with the highlight 
for the Anchor Boys being a ‘visit’ from Cool Creatures, where they met a 
meerkat, a python, a tegu and several other animals. It was online so maybe not 
as exciting as holding the animals but they learned a lot of interesting facts such 
as how a tortoise cools down its rear legs – don’t know if it’s true and won’t go 
into it here! Junior Section even managed to play the old favourite of Port and 
Starboard, which worked surprisingly better than expected! One benefit of the 
Zoom calls is there is a ‘mute all’ option. We’d love one of those in the church 
hall on a BB evening! 
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We are hopeful of returning to face-to-face activities soon - and may already 
have done so by the time this goes out – and know that a lot of the boys are 
desperate to get back to their friends at BB’s, and the leaders are as well. 
However, the priority is to provide a safe environment for all boys and leaders 
attending and ensuring we are within government, BB and church guidelines, 
bearing in mind these could change at any given time. So while there is a bit of 
juggling to do to make it all happen and also make the BB experience as 
enjoyable as it was before the current restrictions were correctly put in place, 
rest assured that we are working on this and will continue to do so over the 
coming months. 

Gordon, Captain 

Gardening with George – More plant lore 

from George, horticulturist and star of the small 
screen. 
 
The mystery gardeners have been at it again: the 
raised beds outside the Centenary Hall door have been 
planted up with winter flowering pansies, and with 
luck and after some careful nurturing they should 
supply an abundance of colourful flower all winter. 
 
There are lots of interesting bedding plants in the garden centres at the moment 
with wallflower, winter pansies, delightful little daisies (Bellis Perennis on the 
label) and packets and packets of tulips, daffodils, crocus and dwarf iris.   It is 
time to get planting. If you have a garden, then adding some new bulbs and 
bedding to the areas where summer bedding has been is a good idea. I don't like 
to see lots of bare soil in the garden and so dense planting is the rule here.  Plant 
the bulbs first, making sure that they are covered by a layer of soil at least two to 
three times their greatest diameter. That means that large bulbs like daffodils 
are planted about 10 inches or 250 mm deep while crocus are set out only 50mm 
under the soil. The same should be done with the bulbs planted in containers. 
Make sure that any containers you use have good drainage. Discard the old 
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bedding plants and the compost they were growing in and buy new. Plant the 
bulbs in layers, with the daffodils or tulips first and then nearer to top the iris, 
crocus or snowdrops with the winter bedding on top. Water well, set aside and 
wait for the magic to happen.   
 
Apples are in full production at the moment and there is often a tendency to 
become overanxious, when we see the first fruits fall, to pick all the rest. Often 
the first fruits to fall at those that have been damaged in some way by birds, 
insects or disease. I leave mine on the trees until I am sure that all are ripe and 
then harvest them. Some are best eaten fresh from the tree, like Discovery, 
James Grieve and Worcester Pearmain, while others, such as Ribston Pippin, 
Norfolk Royal Russet and Bramley, will store well if picked when the pips are 
dark brown and then individually wrapped in paper and stored in a box in the 
garage or garden shed.  
 
The walls of the walled garden at Smeaton Gardens East Linton were planted 
with lots of apple varieties, Victoria plums, peaches, apricot and pears, all 
carefully pruned, tied in and trained against the brick walls.  Here in ‘Sunny 
Joppa’, in my garden at home and at my allotment, I grow about twenty different 
apple varieties. They are all grown on a dwarfing rootstock which keeps their 
height restricted to about 6 ft.  Easier to prune and much easier for picking the 
fruit.  Because the rootstock restricts the resultant overall size of the tree  they 
do need to be fed regularly and at this time of the year their dish of choice is a 
handful of sulphate of potash sprinkled around the base of each tree and then 
lightly forked into the soil surface. Potash is the gardener's sunshine in a packet 
and when added to fruit trees and the likes of gooseberries, blackcurrants and 
redcurrants at this time of year helps the setting of fruit buds for next season.   
 
Stay safe, keep smiling and Happy Gardening. 
 
George  
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A call to prayer 
 

Develop a grateful heart 
 

“My mouth shall show forth Your praise” (Psalm 51, 15) 
 

A grateful heart sees each day as a gift. It’s like a magnet sweeping over your 
day, collecting reasons to be grateful.  
 
Rejoicing over the good things is what gets you through the bad things. “A 
cheerful heart is a good medicine.” (Proverbs, 17,22). Gratitude is an attitude 
you choose, not a reaction to your circumstances. “On the night He was 
betrayed, the Lord Jesus took some bread and gave thanks to God.” (Corinthians 
11,23) Note that the words “betrayed” and “thanks” are in the same sentence 
and in the same heart. You can give thanks when you know that God is in 
control, directing your steps and working out everything for your good.  
 
 
 
 
© 2016:  This devotional is produced by United Christian Broadcaster, free of charge through the generosity of 
our supporters.   As a gift to the body of Christ, permission is given to Churches and Christian organisations to 
copy up to a maximum of 52 daily excerpts per year.   Excerpts must acknowledge The Word for Today as the 
source, give the UCB address (see below) and inform that free issues of the daily devotional are available for the 
UK and Republic of Ireland - .Westport Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent 
ST6 4JF 
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Brain-teaser 
 

In these uncertain and difficult times, the idea “Do not be 
afraid” seems very appropriate. We sometimes sing the 
hymn: 
“Do not be afraid, 
For I have redeemed you. 
I have called you by your name. 
You are mine.” 
I’ve done a word search with the words of the first two lines: “Do not be 
afraid, for I have redeemed you”. Answers can be right to left or up and 
down.  

 
I D Y M C L F M M F 

R K W W K A B A B O 

R E D E E M E D B R 

E D O J N X Z V L D 

E E R F O J C N Y U 

H Q D Q T E K Y A K 

S H R I I F S O I S 

G A F S H A H U G U 

G V G A F R A I D U 

S E K F A H E H S R 

 
Alison   
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Getting to know you – 
Keith  
Keith has been a member of PJPC 

for about 4 years and was previously 
a member of Bellevue Chapel in the city 
centre.  

 
Q.  What is a favourite hymn, and why?  
A. A relatively modern hymn called ‘There is a Higher Throne’, written 
by Keith and Kristyn Getty. It speaks of the wonderful assurance of our 
eternal home with God.  
 
Q. What is an early church memory? 
A. My earliest church memories are of the excitement of the Sunday 
School picnic. There were five double decker buses lined up outside the 
church and there we were, streamers at the ready, raring to go.  
 
Q. What’s your earliest childhood memory? 
A. We lived on a main road and, when my little sister was a toddler, 
she asked me to open the garden gate so she could go and watch the 
traffic. I very kindly did this for her. This is a vivid memory for me due 
to my mum’s reaction: she was not best pleased! 

 
Q. In an alternative life, what job would you have chosen?  
A. I’ve been a gardener all my working life and I’m pretty happy with 
that choice.  

 
Q. What are you reading at the moment?  
A. Dear NHS, a collection of stories from famous people about their 
personal experiences of the NHS. It’s an interesting read.  
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Q. How did you find lockdown? 
A. I work as a gardener/driver in a nursing home so worked 
throughout the lockdown period. My role changed a bit as outings for 
the residents came to an abrupt stop. Instead, I spent time sourcing 
PPE for staff, including visits to several gin distilleries to procure hand 
sanitiser.  

 
 Q.    What are you longing to do once lockdown is completely over?  

A. I am from a big family so I am looking forward to the day when we 
can all gather together again; my siblings, nieces and nephews and 
great-nieces and nephews.  

 
Q. What is your most prized possession? 
A. I’m not really one for prizing possessions but I do still have the Bible 
given to me by my parents when I was a young boy, which has an 
inscription from my late dad.  

 
Q. What do you do to relax?  
A. Walks in the countryside with my 
family and my dog, preferably with a nice 
lunch stop along the way.  

 
Q. What is a favourite quotation?  
A.  ‘The grass withers, the flower fades but the word of our God will 

stand forever.’ Isaiah 40v8 
 

Q. What do you miss (or not miss) about being a child?  
A. I don’t miss school. I am dyslexic and this was not picked up until 

late in my school career so school was not a great experience for 
me.  
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Q. What gets you up in the morning (apart from your alarm clock)?  
A. Our dog, Rosie. We got her last year from a charity which rehomes 
street dogs from Cyprus. She’s got a great life now although she’s not 
too keen on the Scottish rain! 
 

 
 
 

CrossReach cards and calendars  
 
This past year has certainly been a year like no other  
 
Like you, we will be especially enthusiastic about 
reaching out to friends and family this year. With this 
in mind, it’s a good time to let you know that the 
CrossReach Christmas Card and Calendar Collection 
2020 is now available. 
 
With new, exciting, bright cards and ever popular 
traditional cards, there really is something for 

everyone! All profits go towards our caring work.  
 
You can see and order the Christmas cards and calendars on line at 
shop.crossreach.org.uk or you can request your paper copy of the catalogue by 
emailing us at webshop@crossreach.org.uk, or by phoning us on 0131 454 4374. 
 

 
Thank you. 
Pete, CrossReach   
 
 

  

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/Word%20Documents/A%20Magazine/October%202020/shop.crossreach.org.uk
mailto:webshop@crossreach.org.uk
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Remembering 

3 September   Stella Young of Joppa 
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LIFE AND WORK OCTOBER 2020  
 

The Call of Louisa Jordan 
The journey of the spiritual care team called to work in 
Scotland’s emergency Covid-19 hospital 
‘The Virus Has Not Shaken My Faith’ 
Interview with Scotland’s National Clinical Director of Health Quality and 
Strategy, Jason Leitch 
Healing Wounds 
Jackie Macadam discovers the work and impact of trauma healing 
Recognising our Limitations 
The Moderator of the General Assembly on a prayer journey up the four 
‘Cardinal Munros’ 
Surveillance and Social Justice 
In the continuing series marking the 50th anniversary of the Church of Scotland 
SRT, Eric Stoddart explores the ethical implications of surveillance in daily life 
Salt and Light 
Ruth Harvey considers the issues of transformation and social change in 
Matthew 5-7 
A Compassion Which Knows No Boundaries 
Ron Ferguson explains why Christianity is uncomfortable 
Letting Go 
The Very Rev Dr John Chalmers emphasises the importance of letting go of the 
past and living in the present. 
Online 
Visit www.lifeandwork.org for news and exclusive features, including 
Coronavirus Diaries from Church of Scotland mission partners across the world. 
You can also find us at facebook.com/lifeandwork or on Twitter 
@cofslifeandwork  
 
Subscribe online from £12, or download a digital copy for £1.99; return the form 
in the magazine or speak to your church’s Life and Work coordinator. 

http://www.lifeandwork.org/
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MAGAZINE/DIARY DEADLINES 

 
November 2020  Sunday 18th October 2020 
December 2020/January 2021 Sunday 22nd November 2020 
February 2021   Sunday 24th January 2021 
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