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Portobello and Joppa Parish Church 
Worship takes place each Sunday at Portobello and Joppa Parish Church with 

two services – one at 9.30am and one at 11am 
(10.30am in July and August) 
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From the editor   
 
I was sitting at my computer, wondering what to write on this page. I clicked on 
Facebook, hoping for inspiration (or possibly just procrastinating). And lo and 
behold, there was a post from Sheena, our previous Session Clerk. She’s been in 
the Holy Land with a group led by the Wisharts. Two of her Facebook photos 
particularly struck me. 

 
One is this apparently cheerful camel, sitting on a 
traditional-looking rug  – very like the camels that I 
imagine the Wise Men rode on.  
 
 
 

 
The other is this shiny, modern coach labelled 
“Nazarene Express” and (according to Sheena) 
offering wifi and charging facilities for devices. And I 
smiled at the contrast, but also thought: this is how 
our church is - rooted in the past, but also willing to 
adapt to fit the modern world. Or at least, one hopes 
so.  
 
In his letter, Stewart asks us to think about building on what we have, and 
moving forward. One of our initiatives is to open the church as a quiet space on 
several occasions in December, as you can read in this edition. A past Moderator 
writes about his ideas about the familiar Christmas story, and the Property 
Convenor gives us information about what’s been done and what’s about to be 
done to our church building. You’re also invited support Mary’s Meals and 
struggling people in our area. There’s a new gardening feature, a well-deserved 
thank-you for Stewart – and on p21, you can discover our Property Convenor’s 
connection with Jack the Ripper.  
Pam 
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From the minister             
 
Dear Friends and Neighbours, 
 
Green shoots in the depths of winter? 
 
The last few magazine musings have been a bit sober, challenging and perhaps 
serious.  There are many, many challenges faced by churches in our day and I do 
hope that the ruminations have encouraged some reflection and prayer. 
 
In the midst of challenges come opportunities.  With a widespread recognition 
that churches and congregations need to move forward, and with a recognition 
that it is often good to build on that which seems to resonate with people, there 
are pointers that could be heeded. 
 
We welcomed three of our teenagers into the congregation last autumn.  They 
have been a part of our church family for many years, nurtured in the Sunday 
Stars and at Breakfast Club and at our newly formed Young Adults Group. 
 
We welcomed a young mum into the congregation as well, a mum who was able 
to build up some relationships with people in the congregation and enjoyed both 
the 9.30 and 11.00 services.  We also welcomed an older attender who comes 
along regularly and has formed fast friendships. 
 
This past Sunday we hosted a second pair of baptisms in 5 weeks, and the 
expressions of appreciation after the service were heartfelt.  One family 
attended after the baptism of their children and another family before the 
baptism.  Threads of connections and growing relationships can make all the 
difference between involvement and engagement, or drift. 
 
At the 9.30 service at the end of October (Communion Sunday) we welcomed the 
Breakfast Club and many of the parents.  We had nearly 80 people 
attending…and just enough bread and juice to spawn many a comment about 
‘loaves and fishes’! 
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One of our ex-Breakfast Clubbers is helping to organise an open sanctuary during 
Advent. 
 
Good stuff is happening here and we are grateful for all of the time and energy 
from so many people that allows things to happen. 
 
We are grateful for those who plant the seeds, water and nourish, and then tend 
the green shoots. 
 
From here, where? 
 
I recently read an interview with Rahm Emmanuel, the previous mayor of 
Chicago, Barack Obama’s chief of staff and a member of Bill Clinton’s team at the 
White House.  He stated that, in many respects, as much can be accomplished as 
a mayor these days as from the White House.  There are fewer limitations to 
innovations and more opportunities to experiment. 
 
I have also read of national politicians looking to those smaller initiatives that 
take place at local levels, learning from those who are on the ground. 
 
I would suggest that, at PJPC, we do not have 2 ministers.  We have 650+ 
ministers.  We are all called to serve, to follow Christ, to care for one another, to 
nurture our relationship with God through prayer, reading, reflection. 
 
What ideas do you have that might strengthen the church?  What initiatives are 
you willing to support so that others might experience the bonds of a community 
of grace, the church?  How might you minister to others and in so doing discover 
that you yourself have received? 
 
One person can do but so much.  Two ministers can accomplish more.  Our staff 
are terrific but are only a handful of people.  The Session do exemplary work and 
our 100-ish volunteers committed.  But there is so much talent, there is so much 
need, there are so many opportunities. 
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Imagination is of God.  Love is of Christ.  Strength is of the Spirit. 
 
Help us tie it all together.  With bonds of grace. 
 
Stewart 
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FRIENDLY INFORMAL AFFORDABLE DAY CARE 
FOR PEOPLE DIAGNOSED WITH MILD TO MODERATE 

DEMENTIA 
 

PORTOBELLO MONDAY CENTRE 
Mondays 10am to 2pm (approx) 

185 Portobello High Street 
We are a 100% voluntary group, caring in the Portobello area for 33 years 

AT PRESENT, WE HAVE A FEW VACANCIES.   

Members enjoy friendly company, morning tea and lunch, as well as 
activities, entertainment and outings, Their carers have a few hours of 
much-needed respite. Transport is provided for members. Our 
volunteers are all trained. 
 

For further information contact 
669 3578 (Convener) or 258 0734 (Vice-Convener) 

Supported by the Edinburgh Health and Social Care Partnership 

 

Thank you  
 
I would like to say thank you for all the cards and prayers we as a 
family have received following the death of our dear mum, 

Margaret. The flowers received brightened up what is obviously a very sad time. 
An additional thank you to Stewart, who delivered a heart felt tribute to mum. 
 
Many thanks.  
Irene 
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Nativity symbol  
A past Moderator examines the story of the birth of 
Christ  

Every congregation has its own way of celebrating the story of Christ’s birth. 
Mostly this involves children wearing tea towels and dressing gowns and 
cardboard crowns. A Gabriel is given pride of place in the pulpit and every child 
under the age of five is an angel for the day. The bigger children get to present 
the three small packages representing gold, frankincense and myrrh, any number 
of woolly sheep are piled up against a makeshift manger and all of this is to the 
great delight of mums and dads and grannies and grandpas. 

Not everyone, however, loves this annual ritual. 

For those who would rather enjoy some quiet contemplation it’s hardly the most 
conducive service of the year. Then there are others who cringe at the way in 
which, as the narrative is played out, the harsh realities are sterilised, the story is 
taken too literally and its most meaningful elements are glossed over. 

I belong in both of these camps. As a father and grandfather I have seen the 
effect that playing a part in the nativity has on young children. They learn the 
calypso carol, they quieten to the singing of Still the Night and they never forget 
the words or the part they play in the tableau. I still love it and I hear those who 
would say, Christmas wouldn’t be Christmas without the nativity play. However, I 
don’t want it to stop there. I want those children, as they grow up, to know that 
this story is rich in symbolism and that there are deep truths buried in the 
poetry, mystery and myth of the way in which the first Christians articulated the 
incarnation of God in Christ. 

It is a story about finding God in the most unexpected of places and it is a story 
that should help us to set the co-ordinates for where we might look for 
Emmanuel (God with us) today. So, take a moment to consider some of the 
conditions that saw God take human form in the birth of Christ. 
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At the heart of the narrative there is a vulnerable young woman expecting a child 
she did not plan. There is a decent young man trying to do the right thing. There 
is an innkeeper, on the busiest night of his year, finding time to open the byre 
and, while the accommodation is not ideal, offering shelter to a vulnerable 
family. Then, some of the poorest and most despised people in the social order 
find themselves standing beside some of the richest and most privileged men on 
the planet. Together, they are bowed to worship a baby lying in a feeding trough. 

These are just some of the elements which describe the arrival of Jesus into the 
world. The story goes on to contrast a mother’s love with the hostility that the 
powerful have towards this child. The forces of good and the powers of evil are 
ranged against one another as a Prince of Peace is given to a people under 
occupation and a wonderful counsellor is born into a world that doesn’t like to 
take counsel from anyone. 

I  want those children, as they grow up, to know that this story is rich in 
symbolism and that there are deep truths buried in the poetry 

I’ve lost patience with the annual row about whether Mary was virgin or whether 
angels filled the skies above Bethlehem. Frankly, these questions are irrelevant 
when considered against the central message that God is with us where the poor 
get first dibs, where the mighty are brought to their knees and where the 
vulnerable are offered shelter and protection. 

Mary’s Song (Luke 1: 46-55) known as The Magnificat sums it all up. Her song 
was counter-cultural in its time, it continues to be counter-cultural today and its 
themes will be repeated until the day when the proud are scattered, the mighty 
are humbled and the hungry are filled with good things. 

This article first appeared in the December 2018 edition of Life and Work. 
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PJPC Property Team  
(This is the text of a talk given by Graeme, our Property 
Convenor, a few Sundays ago. He’s kindly agreed to 
having it printed in the magazine for the benefit of 
those who weren’t in the congregation that day. You can read more about 
Graeme in the “Getting to Know You” feature.) 
 
Good morning. Some of you may not recognise me as I tend to be at the earlier 
9.30am service. I’ve been Property Convenor for 2 years and I report on property 
matters to Convenors and to Kirk Session. 
 
What does the Property Team do? 

• Basics - we keep church buildings wind and watertight 
• Carry out reactive, cyclical and planned maintenance to the sanctuary, halls, 

church flat and manse 
• Ensure we comply with Health & Safety Recommendations from the Church of 

Scotland General Trustees regarding fire safety, gas safety, electrical safety, 
asbestos safety and water safety.  
Examples of some recent visible works that you may be aware of include: 

• Construction of an accessible toilet  
• Works to the church flat to make it a safer family environment 
• Installation of energy efficient lighting to various areas 
• New carpet at the church entrance 
• Redecoration of the Session Room together with new radiator covers and 

lighting 
• Repairs to the Hall Stage steps 
• Widened external footpaths at the west elevation 
• I received an email from Stewart one Saturday morning to tell me that we had a 

BMX track in the main hall – we’ve since carried out temporary repairs to the 
‘rise and fall’ flooring and are now considering more permanent measures   
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Works you may not be aware of: 
• Improvements to the boiler pumps and controls 
• Installation of thermostatic mixing valves to prevent scalding at taps 
• Servicing and maintenance of fire detection systems and fire fighting equipment. 

Additional smoke detectors have been installed 
• Sampling and testing of water supplies to reduce the risk of Legionella and other 

bacterial issues 
• Safety film on glass 
• Fire safety audit, asbestos risk assessment, electrical installation condition 

reports, gas appliance servicing 
 
We’re also heavily involved in our proposals to improve accessibility to the Halls 
from Brunstane Road North. It is currently proving very challenging for those 
with reduced mobility to access the Halls as we have external and internal steps 
and a very steep temporary ramp. 
 
We’ve had drawings prepared by a member of the congregation, Brian, and Brian 
will submit these to City of Edinburgh Council Building Standards together with a 
Building Warrant Application. Before we do this we’d like to invite the 
congregation to view the proposals after the service in the main hall. Please still 
enjoy your teas and coffees but feel free to come and look at the proposals and 
have a chat with either myself or other members of the Property Team. It will be 
very informal. I’d like to thank Brian for his input. He has spent a considerable 
amount of time and effort bringing us to this stage and will continue to help us 
on our journey. 
 
Finally, now that I’ve introduced myself I’d like to ask a question. Would you be 
interested in being part of the Property Team? You don’t need to be a builder or 
a surveyor or an architect or an engineer. All you need is a willingness to 
maintain and improve our buildings and look after our assets; possibly meet with 
contractors, discuss and agree works required; provide thoughts and ideas at 
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Property Team meetings. You don’t need to be ‘hands on’, although we’re very 
well served by Ian and Jamie, who love getting their hands dirty. 
 
If you want to know more, come and speak with me after the service or 
approach me at any other time. 
 
Thanks for listening and I hope to see you in the hall after the service. 
 
Graeme 
 
 

 

Old spectacles  
 
Recently I took a supermarket carrier bag full of old spectacles to the opticians 
for the charity “Vision Aid”. They were delighted. 
 
We have collected these for many many years, and they eventually find their 
way to 3rd world countries, where they are much needed. 
 
They are acceptable in any state of completeness but do not require cases. 
 
There is a small collection box on the back shelf of the sanctuary, and I will 
continue to forward these for this worthwhile recycling initiative. 
 
Angela 
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Mary’s Meals porridge breakfast, 12 January 
from 10-11 am  
 
You’re invited to a porridge breakfast fundraiser on 12 January to raise money 
for Mary’s Meals. This is a charity which sets up school feeding programmes in 
some of the world's poorest communities, where hunger and poverty prevent 
children from gaining an education. 
 
It will be from 10am to 11am in the main hall and will be led by the Breakfast 
Club. 
 

 
 
 
 

Life and Work – gift subscriptions  
 
The Church of Scotland magazine is full of interesting articles (such as the one 
reprinted on pages 8 and 9) – this might be a gift idea for the friend who has 
everything.  
 
Gift subscriptions to Life and Work are available – see the form in December’s 
magazine or visit www.lifeandwork.org/subscribe 

 

http://www.lifeandwork.org/subscribe
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What's happening with Junior Drama this 
year? - Well, I can now officially tell you all. 
 
Never in the history of Junior Drama have the children and the 
adult volunteers been so excited about performing a show for 
you, our wonderful audience! This year’s show is (wait for it, drum roll and jazzy 
hands) - “Rock Bottom”! 
 
Rock Bottom is an exciting, non-stop, laughing, dancing, singing musical show 
featuring talking birds, lovable dinosaurs, cave people and volcanoes! Are you as 
excited as we are? We'll get back to the story in a minute.  
 
Since September, we have been teaching new dances and acting activities, and 
learning a new song for Christmas which I think you will enjoy. By the time you 
read this we will have had our singing auditions. We will also have taken the 
young ones to see “Cinderella” at the Brunton Hall in Musselburgh as a wee 
treat. We always feel this is a benefit to them as they get to see other young 
people acting on stage and hopefully get some tips from them. 
 
We will be having our parents’ night soon also. Hopefully we'll get a lot of 
volunteers to help out with the show nearer the time. After Christmas, the 
excited young ones will then get to learn who they will be in the show. 
 
“Rock Bottom” is about a young inventor who is rubbish at inventing things but 
who wants to work for the glamorous and famous Lady Lava. Lady Lava has a 
secret, though, which we can't reveal, and she only wants the best inventors. On 
our journey we meet talking birds, talking dinosaurs, big dinosaurs and some 
crazy, wacky characters. The songs are great and the jokes are funny as anything 
and you will be singing, dancing and rolling with laughter in the aisles. 
 
This is a show you don't want to miss. Until next time, Junior Drama would like to 
wish you all a Wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year 
Jamie 
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Selection boxes? We're trying 
something different this year!!!  
 
For many years we have shared Selection Boxes with Nan Rennie and others who 
distribute them to people in our area who appreciate a little something special. 
 
Last year, one of the members of the congregation commented that quite a bit of 
plastic and packaging are used.  Was there a better way? So, I have spoken with Nan 
Rennie, who has lots of contacts with local primaries, and Bill Wishart, the minister 
at St. Martin's. 
 
Two sets of ideas have come forward. 
 
If you'd like to give something sweet and attractive, that's great.  It need not be a 
Selection Box. Four-packs of Snickers Bars, Toblerones, whatever. It's the thought 
that counts and they can be made to look festive with a bit of ribbon or a bit of 
wrapping paper. 
 
Nan Rennie also mentioned that some of the families in her area struggle at 
Christmastime. Schools often put together food hampers for families. Any non-
perishables would be warmly welcome and experience suggests that instant coffee is 
often a big hit. 
 
Schools finish on 22 December this year so the deadline should be Sunday 15 
December.  We can gather all the gifts at the base of the cross on the dais or the 
Christmas tree (which will appear on Sat. 14 December) 
 
IN SUM: 
Attractive chocolates and sweeties with minimum packaging! 
Non-perishables! 
15 December!! 
 
Many thanks! 
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A Call to Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
Often we feel afraid or uncertain as to what we should do. God’s promise is, “I 
will lead the blind by ways they have not known; along unfamiliar paths I will 
guide them; I will turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough 
places smooth. These are the things I will do. I will not forsake them.” (Isaiah 42, 
verse 16.)  
 
When you’ve sought God’s guidance through the Scriptures, when you’ve tried 
to listen to the inner promptings of the Holy Spirit, and when you’ve reached for 
the wisdom of trustworthy people, then you must step out in faith and do what 
you believe God is calling you to do.  
 
It’s one thing to ask, “Lord, what should I do?” It’s entirely another thing to ask, 
“Am I willing to do it, once You make it clear?”  
 
That’s why the Bible says, “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not 
unto thine own understanding.” (Proverbs 3, verse 5.) If you’ve been in the habit 
of leaning on your own understanding, it’s a hard habit to break. Not until you’re 
willing to do so are you ready to move ahead.  
 
 
 
 
© 2016:  This devotional is produced by United Christian Broadcaster, free of charge through the generosity of 
our supporters.   As a gift to the body of Christ, permission is given to Churches and Christian organisations to 
copy up to a maximum of 52 daily excerpts per year.   Excerpts must acknowledge The Word for Today as the 
source, give the UCB address (see below) and inform that free issues of the daily devotional are available for the 
UK and Republic of Ireland - .Westport Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent 
ST6 4JF 
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Gardening with George  
George, plant expert and star of the small screen, has 
agreed to write an occasional garden/plant-hint article for us. 
Here’s the first one, to inspire you for Christmas. Thank you, 
George! 
 
Plants only  need light,  water and a temperature that allows them to sustain and 
maintain their life processes.  Their simple yet complicated chemistry allows 
them to convert the energy of sunshine in conjunction with carbon dioxide and 
water into energy in the form of sugars and starches. As the nights lengthen and 
the daylight we enjoy diminishes, the conditions in our homes, flats and houses 
become more alien for plants. However, some of the plants we associate with 
Christmas are not very demanding at all. 
 
Hyacinths are a favourite for Christmas. They come in a range of colours from 
pure white through pink to a striking blue. Specially prepared Hyacinth bulbs will 
flower in time for Christmas and are often presented in a bowl or pot with an 
accompanying fern. They are not demanding and if kept out of direct sunshine 
with the pot placed in a saucer and watered every three or four days will last 
well into January, by which time, if you are like me, you will have had enough of 
their strong sweet perfume. 
 
Paperwhite narcissus are another strongly scented Christmas favourite.  Dry 
bulbs  purchased in September/October and planted into pots of bulb fibre will 
flower in about 8 weeks. While they are not really frost-hardy plants, they will 
survive outside in pots if kept in a sheltered position. I place mine outside the 
front door, where they add a cheerful welcome to visitors. The other reason why 
I place them outside is that they are just too strongly scented to be tolerated 
inside the house. 
 
Poinsettias, which belong in the Euphorbia or Spurge family, are a native of 
Mexico and are a great  favourite at Christmas with their bright red, pink, white 
or yellow floral bracts.  The flowers in Poinsettia are small insignificant greenish 
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buds at the ends of the shoots, not spectacular at all.  It is the brightly coloured 
floral bracts that are the eye-catching features.  
 
We have trouble with poinsettias in our house: we buy one every year in early 
December to sit on the south-facing windowsill and apply water once a week - 
and after Christmas it’s moved to a cooler, north facing room - and it lasts much 
too long in all its splendour - right through until Easter in some years.  
   
So - three plants to cheer up the house in the dark days of winter where all you 
need to provide is water, light and a humanly comfortable temperature.  

 
Brain teaser 
Here’s a little Christmas quiz – how much do you really know 
about the Bible stories telling of the birth of Jesus? The 
answers are on page 22. 
 

1. The Bible says that Jesus was born in December. True or false?  
 
2. Jesus was born in the year 0 A.D. True or false? 
 
3. We are told that Mary rode into Bethlehem on a donkey. True or false? 
 
4. Early Christians celebrated the birth of Jesus. True or false? 

 
5. Micah foretold that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem. True or false? 
 
6. The angels told the shepherds to worship Jesus. True or false? 

 
7. 25 December was the original date of a Roman festival. True or false? 
 
8. The star led the wise men straight to Jesus. True or false? 
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Getting to know you – Graeme. 
 

Graeme says, “I became a member of St Ninian’s 
Craigmailen in Linlithgow during my late 20’s. When I moved to Edinburgh 
approximately 25 years ago I was a member at Duddingston Kirk, then 
moved to St James’ when my wife Susan and I bought our present home 
in ‘the Durhams’. I’ve been Property Convenor at PJPC since 2017 after 
much arm-twisting by Stewart.” 
 

Q.  What is a favourite hymn, and why?  
A.  My parents were great admirers of the Glasgow Orpheus Choir. I 

listened to a lot of their music as a youngster and Belmont – ‘By 
Cool Siloam’s Shady Rill’ became my favourite.  

 

Q. What is an early church memory? 
A.  Sunday School as a 12/13 year old in Largs, Ayrshire. We were a 
small group    of boys, most of us were in the Boys’ Brigade, and our 
Sunday School teacher didn’t have the best of tempers. If he thought 
we weren’t paying attention we’d get a hard smack over a hand or leg. 
I don’t think that would work in Sunday Stars today, thankfully. I also 
enjoyed Scripture Union and went to the kids’ evangelical meetings on 
Largs seafront during the summer months.  
 

Q. What are you reading at the moment?  
A. I used to be an avid reader but unfortunately don’t read much 

nowadays. I recently enjoyed the autobiography of ex-rugby player 
Doddie Weir, ‘My Name’5 Doddie’. It’s a very inspirational book, 
filled with humour but also very humbling. Doddie was diagnosed 
with Motor Neurone Disease at the age of 48 but has risen to the 
challenge by talking openly about MND and has launched a 
charitable foundation to raise funds for research into the causes of 
MND. 
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Q. What would be your ideal holiday?  
A.  A friend recently retired and rented a large villa in 

the sunshine for a month. He invited all his children 
and grandchildren to stay at various times….sounds good to me. 

 
 

Q. Tell us something that not many people know about you.  
A. I’m an avid supporter of my home town Junior football team, Largs 

Thistle (basically a semi-professional football team). It’s a 170 mile 
round trip to watch a home game, and I manage to attend most 
matches. I’ve also written some articles for other team’s match 
programmes and for Scottish Junior Football websites. 

 
 

Q. Where would you go in a time machine and why? 
A. I’d head to London during the 1880s to help my great-great-great-

Uncle solve the notorious ‘Jack The Ripper’ murders. Donald 
Swanson was a senior officer in the Metropolitan Police and was 
heavily involved in the investigations. Look out for a book being 
published in January, ‘Swanson: The Life and Times of a Victorian 
Detective’.  

 
 

Q. What kind of music do you listen to? 
A.  Anything from Abba to ZZ Top, and all things in between. Cheesy 
80s pop, blues, classical, folk, pipe band, country. 

 
 

Q. What makes your heart sing? 
A.  Family!  
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LIFE AND WORK – December 2019 
 
Christmas in the Holy Land Church ministers offer 
contrasting pictures of Christmas in Tiberias and Bethlehem 
Discipleship and Me Perspectives on following Jesus from Christians from 
Nigeria, Uruguay and the Czech Republic 
‘A Real Honour and Privilege’ Interview with the newly elected President of the 
Diaconate Council, Mark Evans DCS 
‘My Story is Also My Work’ The background to a new series of portraits of 
refugees, painted by church artist Iain Campbell and on display at the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh 
Transforming Lives in Christ’s Name Viv Dickenson reflects on a year of social 
care celebration for CrossReach and the Church of Scotland 
‘Our Church is Awesome!’ Two young Fife sisters describe their experience as 
part of the Church family 
Speaking and Acting The Rev Dr Martin Fair continues his study of 1 
Thessalonians 
Plus all the regular columnists, news, reviews, letters, registers and crosswords 
 

Online visit us at www.lifeandwork.org for regular news and exclusive features, 
find us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter @cofslifeandwork  
 

Subscribe online from £12, or download a digital copy for £1.99; return the form 
in the magazine or speak to your church’s Life and Work coordinator. 
 

Gift subscriptions to Life and Work are available – see the form in December’s 
magazine or visit www.lifeandwork.org/subscribe 
 

http://www.lifeandwork.org/
http://www.lifeandwork.org/subscribe
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Answers to Christmas quiz (I hope Stewart and Lourens agree with 
these!) 
 

1. Jesus born in December? False. The Bible doesn’t mention when Jesus 
was born. The shepherds would keep their flocks in the fields only from 
April to October.  

2. Jesus born in 0 A.D.? False. This year doesn’t exist in our calendar, which 
jumps from 1 B.C. to 1 A.D. Jesus is assumed to have been born around 5 
B.C.  - Herod died in 4 B.C. 

3. Mary rode on a donkey? False. She may have done so but we are only 
told that she came to Bethlehem with Joseph.  

4. Early Christians celebrated Christmas? False again! There is no record of 
such celebration. Christmas was first mentioned, as far as we know, by 
the Roman Church in 336 A.D. 

5. Micah foretold Jesus born in Bethlehem? True. He did, about 500 years 
before the event – Micah 5 v 2. 

6. Shepherds told to worship Jesus? False. The shepherds decided to go and 
see Jesus and when they returned, they worshipped God. 

7. Roman festival? True. On 25 December the Romans celebrated the 
return of the sun. By then, the ancients could clearly see that the days 
were getting longer.  

8. Wise men’s star led straight to Jesus? False. They were led first to Herod, 
then to Jesus.  

 
 
 
 

Cards for St Columba’s  
Ian will be selling Christmas cards and calendars every Sunday in the hall until 
Christmas in aid of St Columba’s Hospice. 
Calendars are £6 each or 2 for £10 - Christmas cards are £3.50 per pack of 10. 
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MAGAZINE/DIARY DEADLINES 
 
February 2020   Sunday 19th January 2020 
March 2020   Sunday 16th February 2020 
April 2020   Sunday 22nd March 2020 
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