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Portobello and Joppa Parish Church 
Worship takes place each Sunday at Portobello and Joppa Parish Church with 

two services – one at 9.30am and one at 11am 
(10.30am in July and August) 
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From the editor  
 
We have our 19-month-old granddaughter with us at the moment 
while our daughter, her mother, works for a week in Edinburgh. The 
little one is delightful but - like all toddlers - is on the go all the time, causes 
chaos in the house and has no idea of personal safety. And she’s not a great fan 
of sleeping. Also, as I write this page (with the toddler mercifully asleep for the 
night … or not …), our daughter-in-law is in hospital in the early stages of labour, 
which is further distracting me from the task of compiling this magazine. (She’s 
doubtless considerably more distracted but I imagine she isn’t trying to compose 
an editorial.) 
 
Stewart’s description of the church’s efforts to be radical – “so much time, effort, 
exertion, exhaustion, blood, sweat and tears” reminds me tonight of the effort of 
giving birth and raising children – tiring and often painful but so worthwhile for 
most parents. Let’s hope it can be equally worthwhile for our churches.  
 
Elsewhere in the magazine you’re invited to attend: a talk on responding to 
atheism and unbelief; a concert in aid of music in care homes; and a service in 
memory of Jean Vanier, the founder of L’Arche, an organization which cares for 
adults with learning difficulties.  
 
We hear about legacies left to our church by former members and about 
CrossReach’s very worthwhile collaboration with The Prince’s Trust. There are 
thanks from the Guides and some interesting thoughts from Linda and the Dalai 
Lama (via Mary). Celia tells us about the work of the Pastoral Team. And we also 
have the lovely news of baby twins in our congregation! Congratulations to  
Fiona and Robert.  
 
And don’t forget – our usual 11am service is at 10.30 in July and August. 
 
Pam                             (PS – we now have a healthy new grandson.) 
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From the minister            
 
Dear Friends and neighbours, 
 
Radical, streamlined, focussed. 
 
These are three words that come immediately to mind in light of discussions at 
this year’s General Assembly. 
 
A Special Commission recommended a radical restructuring of the Church of 
Scotland in order that it might respond more readily to the huge challenges 
facing it. 
 
A Radical Action plan was offered that, in my reading, suggested that all of our 
buildings, structures, processes, money and education should be focussed on 
working with those under the age of 40.   
 
At this time last year I pondered the meaning of the word radical.  The word 
stems from the Latin ‘radix’, meaning root.  It seems to me that being radical in a 
church setting is perhaps digging down to the very foundation of our faith: the 
God of love as revealed in Christ and sustained by the Spirit. 
 
But I also noted at the Annual Stated Meeting this year that efforts to be or 
become radical seemed to stall.  Doing this digging or making adjustments to 
church life takes a huge amount of time, effort and fortitude. 
 
Is it worth it?  Really?   
 
So much time, effort, exertion, exhaustion, blood, sweat and tears when 
sometimes it feels like our words are not the words of the world, our thoughts 
are not the thoughts of society. 
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One minister at the assembly, working in one of the poorest areas of Scotland, 
talked about the sacrificial giving of time and effort to feed children during the 
holidays.  A thousand meals were provided.  Otherwise, no food at home. 
 
Recent experiences have brought home to me how much we can do in the realm 
of mental health: when memes are meaningless and posts are pernicious, 
people—and especially younger people— need conversation.  A chat with a 
minister’s spouse, who works with Samaritans, highlighted the overwhelming 
need: they simply cannot field all the phone calls. 
 
If light is shone into one life, even one, it is worth it. 
If hope is cultivated in one life, even one, it is worth it. 
 
‘I came that you might have life, and have it in abundance’ said Christ. 
‘It is in giving that we receive’ prayed St. Francis of Assisi. 
 
The time is now. 
The need is great. 
Our world is waiting. 
 
Christ has given us the tools.  Let’s dig with them. 
 
Stewart 
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Good news! Twice!  
 
Fiona and Robert  are pleased to announce the arrival of twins as an addition to 
their family to join big brother Oliver. Isla Marie, weighing 6lbs 4.5oz, arrived on 
the 18th May at 7.04pm followed shortly after at 7.18pm by her brother, Arran 
Lewis, who weighed 6lbs 2.5oz. We hope to introduce them to everyone very 
soon. 
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Conversations on Islam 
 
After the tragic events in New Zealand, several of the clergy 

met with Imam Hassan Rabbani to see if there was some way 
that we in the faith communities of Portobello could work together to increase 
understanding.  How important in a world where tribalism and exclusion is on 
the rise that we strive to build connections amongst people. 
 
We are thus hosting an evening in which all are invited to talk with Hassan about 
Islam.  Ask questions, make comments.  Learn about our sisters and brothers 
with whom we share so much as children of Abraham. 
 
Hassan is currently the first Muslim Chaplain at Heriot Watt University and for 
many years was involved with the Annandale Street Mosque in Leith. 
 
Here are the details and more will follow: 
 
Sunday 2 June 2019, Portobello and Joppa Parish Church Sanctuary, 7.30pm 
 
Please do mark this in your diary and do invite others along. 
 
 
 

"Singing the Lord's Song in a Strange Land: 
Responding with Grace and Skill to Atheism and Unbelief". 
 
Rev. Dr. Liam Fraser, Sunday 9 June 7.30pm in the Sanctuary 
CofS Campus Minister for the University of Edinburgh 
 
Liam will give provide background detail on atheism and unbelief but here will 
also be a practical element.  The talk will also focus on everyday situations where 
people might encounter atheism/scepticism and how to respond graciously to it. 
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CrossReach and the Prince’s Trust Partnership 
Looking at ways to remove barriers to recruitment, in October 2018 CrossReach 
developed a long-term partnership with The Prince’s Trust and launched our ‘Get 
into Care with CrossReach’ programme.  I have to say that this has been my 
‘other baby’, Ava aside, as it has been such a significant part of my life for the 
past year.  

This 5-week programme gave young people the opportunity to receive training 
and gain sector specific skills and included a 2 week placement within one of our 
services.  

Each young person was guaranteed an interview with CrossReach at the end of 
the programme and 6 of the students are now employed with us.  

After just one pilot programme, Prince’s Trust advised us they considered us to 
be a ‘Top Strategic Partner who had delivered a quality experience for young 
people’.  

We have just selected the young people for our first 2019 programme, which 
starts end of May.  

It is best said using the words directly from the young people we have employed:  
 
'Before these past 5 weeks, I felt so down-hearted after a traumatic experience 3 
years ago when I lost my daughter and all sense of who I was, but since I got a 
place on this course I have found a sense of purpose in myself as an individual 
and met new friends along the way….Since I did my placement in Threshold 



 

 
Page 9 

 

Glasgow, I have completely changed my opinion. All through my time there the 
staff and customers were so supportive, offering advice whenever possible.'  
 
' Thank you to all the support I have had from the Prince’s Trust and CrossReach, 
this has equipped me with the knowledge I need to close that chapter on what 
was. Now I can open the doors to fresh opportunities. Thank you all'  
 
'I have always had a passion to help others, but I didn't believe in myself or think I 
would be successful. Now I can stand here today and proudly say ‘ I made it’. I 
now feel happier and positive about my life. I would like to thank all the staff at 
CrossReach & Princes Trust. I have loved every minute. '  
 
'I had no idea of how great and life changing it would be, as before I was just a 
woman with kids and not a lot of confidence. When I started this course I very 
quickly realised I was so much more than that. I am so happy and proud to have 
been part of this programme. It has opened up a better version of myself.' 

In addition for this programme we have been shortlisted for the 2019 Scottish 
Social Services Council awards in the Making Change Happen category (We find 
out if we have won in June!) We are very proud!  

This is YOUR Social Care Council – CrossReach - supporting less advantaged 
young people in our community into gainful employment – to have a career in 
social care.  Christian Love, in Action – Happening now!  

Corinne  – Head of Service HR Operations and People Development and elder 
at PJPC  
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The Pastoral Group  
This is the text of a talk given in church on 26 May by Celia, our 
Pastoral Convenor 
 

Good morning!  As Stewart said in his introduction, I’m the Pastoral Convenor for 
Portobello and Joppa Parish Church, and I’m here to try to explain what  this 
entails. 
 
First of all, I’d like to define the word “pastoral”.  According to Chambers’ English 
Dictionary, the definitions closest to what it means for us are: “the care of souls” 
and “obligations to the congregation”. This sounds rather stiff and formal but I 
would suggest that it is what we as a congregation all do for each other: we care 
for others and look out for them which is as it should be. In other words, “Do as 
you would be done by”. I feel that we, as a congregation, are caring and loving to 
others; we all try to be helpful and to live our Christian faith. 
 
There are two strands to what the Convenor does - in charge of the twice-yearly 
Afternoon Service and Tea Party and helping to organise our new system of 
visiting those who are unable or too ill to come to church.  
 
First of all - the service and tea party, soon to take place on June 16th; I like to 
think of this as “Inreach”, the opposite of Outreach.  We’re keeping in contact 
with those of our church family who aren’t as able as they once were and also 
those who are older, over 90. Some of these guests can’t attend church regularly 
so the invitation, together with the offer of transport, (provided by a willing band 
of drivers)  is very much appreciated.  The response is rewarding and all who 
attend enjoy the short service, taken by Stewart, and the afternoon tea, 
provided by the enthusiastic and hard-working team. Fiona is at the organ, 
supplying the music and accompanying the entertainer, this year our lovely 
student, Moira.  Michelle and some of her young people come along to welcome 
the guests and to chat with them.  It’s wonderful to see young and not-so-young 
interacting!  All in all, it’s a marvellous opportunity to share fellowship with our 
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older members. 
 
The other aspect of the Pastoral Convenor’s role is to do with befriending and 
visiting.  As you know, our elders’ role has changed; there is no longer any 
visiting by elders to their districts.  Consequently, the focus as regards visiting is 
to concentrate on those who cannot attend church regularly, who are in need or 
who are in care homes.  These people need to have regular contact with our 
church so that they feel they are part of our community, and the best way to 
achieve this is to have a team of befrienders or pastoral visitors. 
 
We have a regular core of visitors, 59 at present, who call on those who would 
benefit from personal contact with a member of the congregation, not 
necessarily an elder. We try to match up each person with someone who might 
already have some kind of connection. 
 
Those who visit find that this service is so rewarding, each visitor bringing 
 something special and unique to the relationship.  I personally find that I learn 
so much from the people I visit - whether about the district and life many years 
ago or about the person himself or herself. Often, the person visited wants to 
hear all about what’s happening in the church.  It’s a wonderful way to share 
fellowship with  others. 
 
Many, many of you are pastoral visitors already, although you may not know it! 
 Perhaps you bring a not-so-able person to church on a Sunday, visit them at 
home, take them out for a cup of tea or have a chat on the phone.  All this is 
befriending. 
 
And, of course, there are other ways in which many of us are befriending.  For 
instance, 53 people deliver 400 copies of the church magazine, “Soundings”, 
every month 9 times a year.  Even if they don’t manage to see the person to 
whom they’re delivering, this is a valuable connection with the church. 
Sometimes, the deliverer is able to pass on to the Pastoral Team concerns which 
would otherwise go unnoticed.  
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In addition, other people provide valuable services: delivering a meal to a family 
with a new baby, sending birthday cards to those over 90 and sympathy cards to 
those who’ve been bereaved.  There is also a team who deliver the church 
flowers every Sunday to those who, for whatever reason, need a little comfort 
and love. And a rota of car drivers bring some less able members to church each 
Sunday morning so that they can join in with the worship.  There are also the 
regular times of fellowship: for example, the Sunday services, the tea and coffee 
time after the services and the coffee clubs. 
 
All of these services are so worthwhile  and are part of our pastoral care. 
 
As in any community, people never stay the same, some falling ill with a 
temporary or permanent problem, others becoming less able to take part in life’s 
activities or who have been bereaved, still others just needing someone to listen 
and to be there. So it’s always good to have more visitors. 
 
If anyone feels that he or she might be able to spend a little while with someone 
who would appreciate a visitor (the length and frequency of each visit would be 
dependent on circumstances) it would be great to add you to our team.  If you 
decide to give your name to us as a pastoral visitor, it might take a little time to 
match you up with someone; so if you don’t hear from us straight away, rest 
assured - your input is so much appreciated, and you won’t be forgotten! 
 
So that the Pastoral Team can rest assured that our more vulnerable members 
are being looked after, we like our visitors to inform Anne of the dates of each 
visit, perhaps every one to two months.  If there are any pastoral concerns, then 
naturally the visitor would inform Stewart or Lourens. 
 
Inevitably, there will be some of our number who are in need and who formerly 
would have been identified as such under the previous system of elders’ visits 
 but who, for some reason, we don’t know about. So we rely on you to raise any 
concerns with Stewart, Lourens, Anne or myself.  Even if you feel that your 
information is already known to the ministers, it is always preferable to be safe 
than sorry! 
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With your help and your care for each other which you show in so many ways, 
we are well on the way to making this new system successful. 
 
Thank you for listening. 
Celia  
 
 
 

An ecumenical service of thanksgiving  
 
There will be an ecumenical service for the life and work of Jean Vanier (10 
September 1928 –7 May 2019) on Monday 17th June 2019 at7pm, in St Mary 
Magdalene’s, Bingham Ave, Edinburgh EH15 3HY. 
 

In 1964, Jean Vanier founded L'Arche, an international federation of 
communities spread over 37 countries, for people with developmental 
disabilities and those who assist them. Subsequently, in 1971, he co-
founded Faith and Light with Marie-Hélène Mathieu, which also works for people 
with developmental disabilities, their families, and friends in over 80 countries. 
He continued to live as a member of the original L'Arche community in Trosly-
Breuil, France, until his death. 

Over the years he wrote 30 books on religion, disability, normality, success, and 
tolerance. 

This service is supported by St Mary Magdalene’s & St John’s, the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of St Andrews and Edinburgh, the Edinburgh Presbytery of 
the Church of Scotland, the Scottish Episcopal Church,  Edinburgh Churches 
Together, Leith Churches Together, and the Scottish communities of L’Arche and 
Faith and Light. All welcome. 

 
‘Welcome each other, as Christ welcomed you’ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%27Arche
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trosly-Breuil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trosly-Breuil
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Music in care homes and hospitals  
 
Tricia and Jeremy are organising a concert in the church to 
support their provision of music in care homes, hospitals and 
individuals’ homes. 
 
Tricia was an enquirer at PJPC some years ago and we all benefitted from her 
wonderful harp playing skills.  She not only provides music in pastoral settings 
but currently helps to oversee the pastoral work at Duddingston Kirk and is 
intimately involved with Duddingston’s Silent Service on Wednesday mornings.  
Jeremy was until recently the musical co-ordinator at St. John’s RC Church. 
 
So, if you’d like to come along and support their work, please do make a note in 
your diary for the date below.  Details of the concert will be provided in due 
course. 
 
Saturday 15 June 2019 
Portobello and Joppa Parish Church Sanctuary 
7 or 7.30pm (to be confirmed) 
 

A note of thanks for legacies received 
 
On behalf of the Finance Committee, I’d like to acknowledge the generosity of 
Janet M. Heriot and Doreen Prince who have each made a legacy donation 
towards the continuation of the work of the church here in Portobello and Joppa. 
If you’d like to find out more about how you can contribute to the church’s 
finances , including through a legacy donation,  then please speak to our 
treasurer, David, or myself. 
Michael  
Finance Convenor 
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Lost and Found  
 
It had been a day of serendipitous events, a spiritual 
conversation: the search for a lost earring prompting the 

retrieval of a book destined for the charity shop, and the discovery of the 
identity of the person behind one of my favourite hymns. 
 
In the teachings of St Ignatius of Loyola, God is everywhere and in all things, and 
yet I never thought this would include my search for a lost earring! - until a still 
small voice reminded of the Parable of the Lost Coin: the story of a woman who 
searched for a lost coin and rejoiced with her neighbours when the coin was 
found. (Luke15; 8-10) 
 
My earring has thankfully been found, and the book in question, Tramp for the 
Lord by Corrie ten Boom is one I now can’t put down.   
 
In this book Corrie ten Boom describes her life following her release from the 
Nazi concentration camp Ravensbruck. Like most people I was familiar with her 
name; but not so with her story. I also have to admit that I had never heard of 
anyone being released from a concentration camp before.  
 
Instrumental to Corrie’s ministry after her release was a vision her sister shared 
with her just days before she died at Ravensbruck. In this vision God had shown 
Betsie that they must return to Germany after the war as ambassadors for Christ.  
They were to spread the message of God’s love and forgiveness in a land where 
hatred and bitterness had taken root.  Furthermore God had also shown Betsie 
how an obsolete concentration camp could be transfigured from a place 
purpose-built to carry out atrocities to a place of refuge for displaced people in 
which they would be helped to rise from the brokenness of their lives.  
 
As unthinkable as it had once seemed, Corrie did return to Germany after the 
war. Incredibly she rented a former concentration camp building, and opened 
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the doors to anyone in need of help.  It was in this place that Corrie met an 
elderly woman who before the war had been a concert pianist and Professor of 
Music at the Dresden Conservatory.  Music had been her life, and when the 
opportunity arose to play on a broken-down old piano, the woman played at 
Corrie’s request Chromatic Phantasy by Bach.  Hearing the music played, it was 
as if something supernatural had occurred, as the keys of the dilapidated piano 
came to life at the touch of such skilful hands.   Then basking in the afterglow, as 
the last note disappeared into the heavens, Corrie remembered the words of a 
well loved gospel song written by Fanny J Crosby which ends with the 
redemptive words...chords that were broken will vibrate once more.  
 
In the Parable of the Lost Coin, we all know that Jesus was using the coin as a 
metaphor for people. His message - redemption rather than anything monetary. 
 
Tom Gordon gave a wonderful analogy on redemption in a sermon.  He asked 
the congregation if they could remember the pawnbroker’s shop: a shop easily 
identifiable by the three brass balls that hung above the doorway outside.  He 
spoke of the pawn ticket with which your item was secured and bought back. As 
a child I was quite familiar with the inside of a pawn shop, and the extortionate 
cost of redeeming goods. Therefore as I listened to him, his sermon resonated 
within me. Tom went on to explain that we were like the items on hold in the 
pawn shop, and that Jesus had redeemed us: paid for us with his life and blood.  
 
Corrie shared her own experience with this destitute elderly woman - of how she 
was stripped of every material possession, including her clothes. However Corrie 
reminded her that our most prized possessions are not things, but that which we 
hold dear in our hearts. Stripped of all things, including her dignity as a human 
being, the one thing that the enemy could not erase nor steal from Corrie was 
her resolute faith in Jesus.  
 
Words can be erased with the burning of books but words that have touched the 
heart, like the words of the gospel hymn Corrie had mentioned, made me 
curious  as to who Fanny J Crosby was.  
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I discovered that despite losing her eyesight as a baby, Frances Jayne Crosby 
(1820-1915) mission worker, poet and composer, became one of America’s most 
prolific hymn writers. She may have lost her eyesight, but she soon learned to 
compensate for this through seeing with the eyes of her heart. To my absolute 
surprise and amazement, I found that one of the hymns to her credit is: Blessed 
Assurance ...Jesus is Mine...   
 
It seems to me that Corrie ten Boom, who received Christ into her life at the 
tender age of five, moved through every day with just that blessed assurance 
that God was with her in everything and all things.  So perhaps it is no 
coincidence that in 1977 Corrie completed what would become her final book: 
Each Day a New Day: 365 Reflections to Strengthen Your Faith.  
 
Corrie died in April 1983, having spent the last five years of her life unable to 
communicate and in a wheelchair as the result of a stroke.  However I suspect 
that not even these losses of communication and mobility would have 
dampened the spirit of this remarkable woman, who in previous years, having 
just shared her message in an East Berlin church, was faced with the question: 
Do you not think women should be silent in church?  Corrie’s response was a 
joyous ... Hallelujah, Nein!  
 
In that precious doorway between life and death, that which had been planted in 
Betsie’s heart was a testament to the scripture found in 1 Corinthians 13;13 
...and now these three remain: faith, hope and love-the greatest of these is love... 
 
When Jesus stands at the doorway to our hearts and knocks, (Revelation 3:20) it 
has been said that the handle is on the inside, where only we can operate its use. 
  
Truly we can remain lost and imprisoned behind that door forever or we can 
chose to open the doors to our hearts and find love waiting.    
 
Linda 
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The Paradox of our Age    
 
We have bigger houses but smaller families, more 
convenience but less time; we have more degrees but less 
sense; more knowledge but less judgement. We have more 
experts but more problems; more medicine but less healthiness. 
 
We’ve been all the way to the moon and back, but have trouble crossing the 
street to meet the new neighbour. We build more computers to hold more 
information to produce more copies than ever, but have less communication. 
 
We have become long on quantity but short on quality. 
 
These are times of fast foods but slow digestion; tall men but short character; 
steep profits but shallow relationships. It’s a time when there is much in the 
window, but nothing in the room. 
 
The 14th Dalai Lama 
(contributed by Mary) 
 
 

Guide jumble sale – thank you 
 
The Leaders would like to extend a HUGE THANK YOU to everyone involved in 
any way with their Jumble Sale.  If you donated, helped set up, helped sell or 
helped clear up, your efforts were very much appreciated. 
 
With all this support we raised a magnificent £725 on the day. We still have 
some items to sell and hope this may increase a little. 
 
Many thanks. 
 
Pat, Trish and all the other Leaders
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A Call to Prayer 
“In all things, God works for the good of  those who love him.” 
Romans 8,28. 

 
Novelist A J Cronin had been practising as a physician for almost ten years when 
he developed a gastric ulcer that required complete rest. So he went to a farm in 
the Scottish Highlands to recuperate. He said, “The first few days of leisure were 
pleasant enough, but soon the enforced idleness of Fyne Farm became 
insufferable. I’d often, in the back of my mind, nursed the vague illusion that I 
might write. I  had actually thought out the theme of a novel – the tragic record 
of a man’s egotism and bitter pride. Upstairs in my cold, clean bedroom was a 
scrubbed deal table and a very hard chair. Next morning I found myself in this 
chair facing a new exercise book open on the table, slowly becoming aware that, 
short of Latin prescriptions, I’d never composed a significant phrase in my entire 
life.”  
 
The resulting book, Hatter’s Castle, was translated into twenty-two languages 
and sold some five million copies. * 
 
When God gives you a dream, sometimes the circumstances required to fulfil it 
won’t be to your liking. In Joseph’s case it involved betrayal and false 
imprisonment but it led to his becoming vizier of Egypt. So ask God, “What are 
you trying to show me, in the middle of this situation?” 
Harry, 
Prayer Promoter 
 
*You may also remember A J Cronin as the creator of Dr Finlay, as in Dr Finlay’s 
Casebook.  
 
© 2016:  This devotional is produced by United Christian Broadcaster, free of charge through the generosity of 
our supporters.   As a gift to the body of Christ, permission is given to Churches and Christian organisations to 
copy up to a maximum of 52 daily excerpts per year.   Excerpts must acknowledge The Word for Today as the 
source, give the UCB address (see below) and inform that free issues of the daily devotional are available for the 
UK and Republic of Ireland - .Westport Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent 
ST6 4JF 
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Brain teaser 
 
 
For this month, I’ve thought about the letters of the phrase SUMMER HOLIDAYS, 
and chosen words beginning with these letters. Can you work out what these 
words are? They’re all related to summer, especially, in some cases, in Porty.  
 
S - - -   There are unnumbered grains of this. 
U - - - - - - -  You might need this in the Scottish summer! 
M - - - -   You might get bitten by one of these. 
M - - - - - - -  You might see him with his dog on the beach. 
E - - -   Summer time and the living is ….? 
R - - - - What you might do on holiday (though not if you have 

small children…). The opposite of being tense. 
 
H - - You never know – the weather might be this! 
O - - - - - -   We like to spend time here (not inside). 
L - - - - The evenings are like this in summer. 
I - - / - - - - - We like to eat this as a cold treat. 
D - - The grass is wet with this in the mornings. 
A - - - - - One of the summer months. 
Y - - - What you might do, lying in the sun and sleepy. 
S - - - - - - - - -  What you might make from the S at the top of this list.   

 
 
 
Alison 
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Getting to know you – Peter 
Peter, known to many of us for his wonderfully evocative 
paintings of Portobello and beyond, says: 
I have been attending PJPC since 2006/7, having moved to Portobello with my 
wife Barbara in 2004 - both places are now very much home to all the family. I 
am a member of the Worship and Education Team, loved helping out on tea and 
coffee in the early days, am on the Beadle rota and volunteer with the Care Van. 
In my first church, in Jesmond, Newcastle, I was a choir boy and have always 
loved church music and worship 
 
Q. What is a favourite hymn and why? 
 
A. 'There is a Green Hill Far Away' - I tend to prefer sad music. I'm not sure why, 
perhaps because it seems to soothe my soul. 
 
Q. What would be your ideal holiday? 
 
A. On an island, cooking outside over a log fire, swimming daily in the sea, 
reading, sketching, and exploring with the family. 
 
Q. What do you do to relax? 
 
A. I walk on an empty beach, have a long soak in the bath, or read a book. 
 
Q. What do you miss about being a child? 
 
A. I miss the innate ability to be oneself without complications, and the endless 
summer days playing with my brother and cousin in my grandparents’ garden 
and on the beach. 
 
Q. What makes your heart sing? 
 
A. A couple of things spring to mind: listening to beautiful music in a very old 
church; and vast space, and a view which stretches far into the distance. 
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LIFE AND WORK - JUNE 2019 
 

Bringing Clean Water and Sanitation 
Jackie Macadam reports on the work of Toilet Twinning and AquAid 
 
‘From Jeely Piece to Jane Haining’ 
Interview with Mary Miller, author of a new book on the missionary who died in 
Auschwitz 
 
Baking Bread 
Continuing the series celebrating 150 years of social care in the Church of 
Scotland, the Rev Dr Doug Gay visits CrossReach project Threshold. 
 
Diaconate Spotlight 
A major conference for deacons and deaconesses is returning to Scotland in June 
 
General Assembly 2019 
Summaries of reports to this year’s Assembly, including the Radical Action Plan 
 
Disaster and Redemption 
Continuing his series on stories of slavery and freedom in the Bible, the Rev 
Richard Baxter considers the best-known: the story of Joseph. 
 
‘Go On’ 
The Very Rev Dr James Simpson reflects on a meeting with Sir Harry Secombe 
 
Plus news, reviews, letters, registers and crosswords 
 
Online visit us at www.lifeandwork.org for regular news and exclusive features, 
find us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter @cofslifeandwork  
 
Subscribe online from £12, or download a digital copy for £1.99; or speak to your 
church’s Life and Work coordinator. 

http://www.lifeandwork.org/
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More CrossReach news    
 
As we celebrate 150 years – help us knit 150 Wellbeing 
Octopuses! 
 
150 years ago, the Life and Work Committee started sowing the seeds of ‘care in 
Christ’s name.’ To join in the celebrations, CrossReach invites you to take part in 
knitting 1 or more of 150 knitted CALAMARI SHANARRI octopuses intended for 
children throughout Scotland to enjoy. 
 

 
 
Wellbeing is at the heart of the work of 
CrossReach with children, young 
people and their families. Are you ready to start 
sewing some wellbeing 
messages? 
 

To learn more and download your pattern, visit: http://bit.ly/CR_meet_CAL 
or email tanya.anderson@crossreach.org.uk  
 
 

 
Renovations at the Mallard 

 
CrossReach children’s residential short breaks centre 

(The Mallard) in Glasgow recently had a number of the children’s bedrooms 
renovated with the help of the Dulux Decorating Centre in Motherwell, who 
kindly donated over £300 worth of paint, 
 and NetworkRail Scotland, who sent a team of staff to paint the rooms. 
 
The children of the service, having chosen the colours themselves, were thrilled 
to see the final results! 
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MAGAZINE/DIARY DEADLINES 
 
September 2019  Sunday 18th August 2019 
October 2019   Sunday 22nd September 2019 
November 2019  Sunday 20th October 2019 
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