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Portobello and Joppa Parish Church 
Worship in the church building is temporarily suspended during the virus 
lockdown. 

 

  



 
 

P a g e  2 
 

From the editor   
 

I’ve been helping to home-school our Edinburgh 
grandchildren. They’re 7 and 9 – and, fortunately for me, 
not yet studying anything terribly complicated. Our 
grandson has been sent lots of long multiplications (into the millions, which 
seems a bit extreme). When he’s finished, he checks his work with the 
Google speaker, which produces instant answers. This conveniently saves 
Granny from having to do the arithmetic but also must make him think: why 
am I doing these big sums by myself? So far he hasn’t voiced this question.  
 
Sadly, the Church of Scotland advises against physical distribution of 
magazines at the moment, so you’re presumably reading this on a screen. 
We’ve all been using screens a lot recently and though this isn’t always ideal, 
it’s so much better than not being able to communicate at all. I keep thinking 
what this separation from family and friends would have been like even five 
years ago. As you’ll read in this edition, Sandy has recently started joining in 
our Zoom services and has found them worthwhile, so if you haven’t tried 
them – do. Many thanks are due to Stewart, Lourens, Michelle, Kerr, Michael, 
and others for providing these and other communications during this time. 
We are very lucky! 
 
There wasn’t a January magazine, so you can now read news of various 
Christmas activities, many of them carried out as part of her faithful ministry 
and with her usual wonderful enthusiasm by Michelle, our Family Worker. 
She is such an asset to all of us, children and adults. Do particularly read 
Michelle’s moving article on what church is. 
 
Do also read the message from Michael about our finances, especially when 
he says, “We therefore do still need your support to allow us to deliver the 
full range of ministries to those within our church orbit.” 
 
 
Best wishes in these difficult times.    Pam 



 
 

P a g e  3 
 

From the minister             

Dear Friends and Neighbours, 
 
‘Have you had your jag yet?’ 
 
That’s a question I have heard over Zoom any number of 

times recently.  Many have had their Covid vaccination and there are plenty 
of people who are in the queue for it.  And with it comes a bit of light at the 
end of the tunnel. 
 
‘How is the home schooling going?’ 
 
Another question that I’ve heard many times.  Parents juggling home 
schooling, work and restless children.  Conversations suggest that many are 
doing OK these days, having gained some experience and insights from the 
last round of home schooling. 
 
Behind these questions there is so much.  Friends and neighbours asking 
because they are genuinely concerned for others’ health and wellbeing.   
 
And behind these questions are the people who make it all happen.  Let us 
not forget too the sacrificial work offered by so many people: doctors, 
nurses, carers, teachers, support workers, counsellors.  The list could go 
onandonandonandon… 
 
‘When do you think we’ll be back in the church?’ 
 
Another question heard many times and to this it is very difficult to respond.   
As soon as we are able. And what is behind this question? 
 
How healing it can be to have a moment sitting in a church, a holy and sacred 
space infused with the hopes and dreams of generation upon generation, 
infused with God’s presence. 
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How healing it can be to gather with other people, even at a distance and 
even with masks on and even with all the other precautions, to share silence, 
music, reflections, prayers and Christ’s love. 
 
How healing it can be simply to sit, to slough off the worries and pain and 
anxieties even for a while and allow the whisperings and stirrings of the Spirit 
to fill us with lightness once again. 
 
Behind that question is our hope in God revealed in Christ and sustained by 
the Spirit. 
 
How healing our faith is, how healing our worship is, how healing our church 
is. 
 
And make no mistake about it: when the virus finally recedes, through a 
combination of vaccination, vigilance and ongoing suppression, the need for 
healing will continue.  It may even be greater: the damage to heart, mind, 
soul and spirit may take months and years to manifest.  Healing will take 
time. 
 
This week, our reading is Psalm 63.1-7 and it turns on God’s steadfast love.  
There is an endurance, a reliability and a faithfulness to that patient love. 
 
That is what we will all need on the road ahead.  Healing is here and healing 
is yet far off. 
 
But the God of love, of steadfast love, is here.  Not far off.  Not at all. 
 
May we be the patient, loving healers the world needs now and in the weeks 

ahead.  We have all been healed by Christ.  Let us do likewise. 

Stewart 
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Remembering 

If you or another member of the congregation have 
a special birthday or anniversary coming up and 
would like to share news of this, or if you would like 
to share a tribute to a member who has died, please 
feel free to contact the editor with your 
contribution.  
 
15 Nov    Martin of Berlin 

30 Nov    Iris of Portobello 

4 Dec    Abe of Portobello 

9 Dec    Robert of Portobello 

13 Dec    Margaret of Joppa 

22 Dec    Margaret of Joppa 

28 Dec    Raymond of Joppa 

2 Jan 2021   Jessie of Willowbrae 

5 Jan    Bob of Portobello 

23 Jan    Bill of Mountcastle 

25 Jan    Kate of Portobello 

 

 

Growing Young – survey 
This is an exciting opportunity to participate in our Church Assessment as 

part of the work happening in the Church to welcome, value and nurture 

everyone equally. Here’s the link:  

 

http://www.oursurvey.church/PortobelloandJoppaParishChurch 

 

  

http://www.oursurvey.church/PortobelloandJoppaParishChurch
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Finance Update – in good shape for 2021 – but your support is still 

vital 
 

Despite the many challenges of the past year, PJPC’s finances have held up 

well over recent months.   This is largely due to the continued generosity of 

our congregation and those who give on a regular basis in support of our 

pastoral care, outreach and ministry to the local community. 
 

The table below summarises our financial performance for the 

Congregational Fund for the year ended 31 December 2020. 
 

 Actual for 
2020 

Actual for 
2019 

Percentage 
difference 

Income £228,257 £230,587 -1% 

Expenditure £222,617 £217,292 +2% 

Surplus £5,640 £13,295 -58% 

Cash balance at 31 
December 2020 

£149,974  

 

Our income this year has held up in large part due to the increased number 

of our congregation who have set up a Standing Order on behalf of PJPC.  If 

you’ve yet to do so, you can find out how by checking the PJPC website 

https://www.portyjoppachurch.org/give. 
 

Looking ahead, we are forecasting another challenging year as we continue 

to make the best of the restrictions arising from the battle against Covid19.  

We therefore do still need your support to allow us to deliver the full range 

of ministries to those within our church orbit.  If you’d like to find out more 

about how you can help to meet our financial needs then please contact the 

Honorary Treasurer or the Session Clerk. 
 

Michael / David     January 2021 

https://www.portyjoppachurch.org/give
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Sharing the Nativity from Home  
 

This year, it was not going to be possible to gather 

together a large group of children in the church, to wear 

borrowed costumes and touch props and share a nativity 

in the church. However, our young people are excellent 

at telling the story they know so well from their hearts so we decided to 

encourage the Sunday Stars to share the nativity with us in their own way 

from their homes.   

 

At our online Godly Play full session in November, we shared the story of The 

Holy Family.  The material for this story is a beautiful wooden nativity set and 

we talked about each person and animal in the set as the story of Christ’s 

birth was shared.  After we wondered about the story together, the Sunday 

Stars were encouraged to begin thinking about how they would share this 

story. If they couldn’t act it out in church, what creative ways at home could 

they use to tell others of Christ’s birth? 

 

This year we also had a unique opportunity in that our nativity we created 

together, would not just be shared in our church, but it would be shared 

online as well.  Our nativity for 2020 would go on the church Facebook page 

and be viewed by people around the world.  The children were encouraged 

to think about this opportunity to tell the story from their hearts in their own 

way and know that people in the United States and in South Africa would see 

this nativity as well as church and community members in Portobello. 

 

Over the next couple weeks, video and photo contributions from 19 children 

came through on email. Then this collection of photos, drawings, Minecraft 

videos, comic book pages, scratch programming, Lego and Duplo animation, 

and videos of acting the Bible Story were all gathered together and given to 

Coll. He had the stressful job of editing it all together to make our nativity 

film. 
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On Sunday, 20 December, our film was shared with the congregation as part 

of the 10am in-person worship service and as part of the 11am Zoom service. 

Then it was also shared on Facebook. It is a very different nativity this year, 

but in some ways it is even better.  Our children told the story and our 

children spent time at home, living out the story of Christ’s birth as they 

figured out in their own way how to share it.  In this season at home, faith is 

nurtured and explored throughout the week more. Sharing the nativity isn’t 

just at church (or school) anymore. I give thanks to God for that and thanks to 

the Sunday Stars, parents and Coll for all your work to put our nativity 

together! 

 

Michelle 

 

Breakfast Club after Dinner  
 

Our youth group has adapted and changed 

throughout this pandemic.  We began meeting at 

the same time as we did before on a Sunday morning, but online via Zoom. 

This went well and continued throughout the school year. As summer began, 

we moved the Breakfast Club to lunchtime on Zoom so that Godly Play could 

move to earlier in the morning to make room for online worship at 11.  In 

theory, the youth group would enjoy sleeping in a bit and meeting at lunch 

time instead, but attendance was low throughout the summer. This was also 

because the weather was great and we had the easing of lockdown so being 

inside online was not as appealing to our young people. 

 

In September, we tried in-person BC outside on the grass at 2pm. This was 

great and we saw the young people come back and met up with some who 

had never engaged with the online Zooms. We met for a couple weeks before 

October school break.  After the break, we moved inside the main hall to try 

a socially distanced in-person and indoors youth group as the weather was 

too cold to keep meeting outside.  We only managed to meet for one Sunday 
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before the Tier system came in and we felt it would be best to return to 

online youth group until Edinburgh moves lower than Tier 3. However, mid-

day online was not ideal as people are busy so we moved to meeting after 

dinner at 7pm on Zoom. 

 

This new time is working out better for online with attendance improving 

from summer, however still lower than in-person meeting.  In-person is 

definitely the ideal, but we will do the best we can with online Breakfast Club 

for now. In December, we focused on the NUA Christmas series.  NUA videos 

and discussions are created by Scripture Union Ireland and this has been a 

great resource for digging deeper into the Christmas story with our young 

people.  We will take a break for school holidays and will return by taking 

part in the Big Quiz of the Year which will be hosted by two Breakfast Club 

alumni.   

 

If you know a young person in secondary school who would like to join us 

online for Breakfast Club at 7pm on Sundays on Zoom, then please message 

me for the log in at:  families@portyjoppachurch.org 

 

Michelle 

 
 

Boys Brigade in a New Way  
 
I’m writing this as we finish our Junior Section Zoom 
Christmas party. What a different year 2020 has been! 
 
As the country went into lockdown in March, we were a bit slow in adapting 
to the new situation we were in but still managed to complete our sessions 
with online evenings for the boys.  
 
We started the new session with virtual evenings for the Anchor Boys, Junior 
Section and Company Section in the hope that we could perhaps return to 

mailto:families@portyjoppachurch.org
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face to face activities at some point. However, once the regulations were 
eased for youth work and risk assessments were completed, it was down to 
the staff members to decide if they were comfortable in returning to 
meetings with the boys in the church halls. Each member of staff has 
different circumstances and some were at ease with returning while others 
were not. My personal opinion was that everyone should do what they were 
comfortable with as this was a big decision to make. After some deliberation, 
the Anchor Boys and Junior Section decided to carry on for the time being 
with virtual evenings while the Company Section decided to give some 
normality back to the boys and try returning to face to face. Obviously, they 
had to adhere to the guidance and regulations in place so, to limit numbers, 
decided to split the boys into age groups with one group attending the 
church hall while the other did virtual activities and alternating over the 
following weeks. While a Friday night was very different from usual, the boys 
seem to have enjoyed being back at BB’s.  
 
With regard to the virtual evenings we have been running, this has been a 
challenge for the staff as it’s a totally different programme of activities and a 
new experience for all of us. These evenings don’t suit all boys but there has 
been a fairly consistent turnout with excellent feedback from 
parents, many who have expressed their gratitude for what we 
have provided – even the Junior Section home science 
experiments!  
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the boys for sticking with us and also 
to the staff who have done an absolutely amazing job over the last few 
months.  It’s been a testing time for all of us and we’ve all had extra 
pressures and difficult circumstances to deal with but I’m really proud of 
what they have achieved and what they have provided for the boys in these 
unprecedented times. 
 
I’d also like to take the opportunity to wish everyone a Happy New Year 
when it comes. There is hope that 2021 will turn out a better year than 2020. 
Gordon, Captain 



 
 

P a g e  11 
 

This is Church    

 

Over the last ten months, my children and I are 

gaining a new understanding of what church is and what it means to us.  

Sunday mornings in our home, the living room becomes the base for Zoom 

Sunday Stars or Godly Play as my children take part with me as I co-lead with 

their Sunday Stars leaders.   We connect, hear stories, craft, play games and 

finish with prayer. It is a busy hour with a lovely group of Sunday 

Stars families connecting each week.  
 

From 11am, my children watch me look at the participants’ box on Zoom and 

click the mouse to admit people throughout the worship service.  Worship 

looks very different to them when they come into the kitchen and watch me 

working.  They are also getting a new perspective of how church is more than 

our worship time and Sunday Stars.  Each week, I thoroughly enjoy chatting in 

the coffee breakout room following the service.  It is a new experience for me 

to have time to chat with and get to know more people in the congregation.  

Pre-Covid, coffee time for me would be running about tidying away Sunday 

Stars supplies and if I came into the hall, it was to fill a rota. However, 

through lockdown, I have no rota to fill and no supplies to tidy, but I’m 

instead building relationships and connection with more of our church family.  

When Ben and Eilidh walk into the kitchen looking for their lunch on a 

Sunday, they see me smiling and laughing with PJPC friends on the screen 

and they know that this is church too.  

 

As our Sunday progresses, I do the usual Sunday afternoon chores 

around the house while either singing loudly and off-key to praise 

music playing from my phone or listening to online worship from 

friends’ churches in the UK or the USA.  When I sing as I clean, my children 

see me praising God and they know that this too is church.  When they catch 

me listening to sermons from different services and they ask me questions 
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about what I’m listening to, they find I’m seeking to know God more and they 

know that this is church too. 

 

By the time my children are getting ready for bed on a Sunday night, I’m 

logging back into Zoom and getting ready to co-lead Breakfast Club at 7pm.  

Eilidh pops onto screen to say hello to the “big kids”, Jamie and Lourens.  She 

looks to me and asks if this is church time for the Breakfast Club and I nod, 

while guiding her towards the other room and I say, “Yes, this is church too.” 

 

As Breakfast Club finishes, Eilidh and Ben are usually still wide awake. I 

emerge from the kitchen and share bedtime stories with them.  We give 

thanks for the day and this time with my children is also our church.  Church 

is no longer contained to a time of day, day of the week or a place. Church is 

everywhere God’s people are gathering – online or at home with our families 

throughout the week.  As we come closer to a year of church at home, I find 

myself thankful that this life lesson of church in all places and all times will be 

a positive to take away from this season of life. I wonder how this season of 

church has surprised and blessed you too.  
 

Michelle 

 

 

Junior Drama 
 
Junior Drama had an exciting evening filming the candlelight parade outside 
the Church on Saturday, 12th December, 2020. The Junior Drama team held a 
couple of Zoom meetings to plan on how we could make this work going 
through different ideas. We then came up with a rough plan. Unsure if the 
weather was going to be nice, dry and not raining we decided on Saturday 
the 12th and Sunday the 13th as a backup if the Saturday was a washout. 
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Luckily for us the Saturday kept dry. The children arrived at 5pm and candles 
were handed out to them all. Charlotte, our Steven Spielberg of Junior 
Drama, filmed the children from different angles using her filming techniques 
and directions. Jamie, our lighting man, kept the children lit up for the 
camera with a torch on his head. Joanna was our still photographer who took 
some lovely photos of the children’s feet and heart shaped candles while 
Sandra and I acted as the “runners” keeping the children in place and lighting 
the candles every five minutes. 
 
After an hour Charlotte had enough material to make the video and the 
children went home happy with a handful of sweets for all their hard work. 
When Charlotte got home, she edited and added music to the video to create 
it into the masterpiece it turned out to be. Well done to everyone involved 
for your hard work and Junior Drama - hope you enjoyed watching the video 
and had a lovely Christmas Day.  
 
Jamie 
 
 

PJPC by Zoom 
 
I joined my first Zoom church service a week or two ago and was amazed at 
how many familiar faces I saw.  
 
I secretly enjoyed it for another reason - I was able to put names to faces 
because names appear on the screen!  
 
That has always been a great source of embarrassment for me. I recognise 
faces, but for some reason the interconnectivity in my brain does not connect 
names to faces and I then have to listen for clues in the ensuing one-sided 
conversation to try to work out the name of the person I have met in the 
street, who has not only recognised me, but has also remembered my name. 
I regularly fail and am left embarrassed and ashamed that I am not honest 
enough to ask who I am talking to, which would be polite. My wife and one of 
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my sons seem able to remember everybody they have ever 
met, where they met them, not to mention to whom they are 
married, and what family they enjoy. I often have people 
described to me as “the lady who has that wee girl who often 
wears....”, or “that lad who played when I coached at Watsonians 
but only played two games...”. I need signposts to connect the 
parts in the brain. 
 
However, I did also enjoy seeing many of the choir there and I enjoyed 
singing the hymns and the sermon that was delivered. It is a great help that I 
can listen to prayers with such language and meaning, rather than mumble 
through my own as I sit on the west side of the prom watching creation in the 
form of the tide ebbing and flowing, or in the privacy of my room when I hear 
of things I would rather not hear on the news or by email.  
 
It is certainly different to the many, too many, “Teams” and “Zoom” meetings 
I have to undergo for council meetings. [Sandy is a councillor in the Borders.] 
 
I think my record to date was one which started at 09:45 and, with 30 
minutes for our break to eat, etc, finished at 18:15. In my case I did not get 
the 30 minutes since it was my paper which was controversial and I had to do 
some behind-the-scenes arm-twisting. Exhaustion comes in many forms but 
that was not just exhausting but completely unhealthy and unnecessary. The 
one saving grace is that I can switch off the video and sound when some of 
the more boring councillors are delivering, as they probably do with me! 
 
That is why I had not joined the church services before. I get enough time 
staring at a screen. I, therefore, connect “Zoom” in my brain with council.  
 
I am pleased that I can now experience the church through the same 
medium, having enjoyed the service and the conversation afterwards. 
 
Sandy 
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A Call to Prayer 

 
 

 
“Our light affliction is… working for us” 2 Corinthians, 4, 17. 

The ideal environment for our children is not one devoid of problems and 

trials. Though it’s hard to accept at the time, they need the minor setbacks 

and disappointments that come everyone’s way. How can they learn to cope 

with problems and frustrations as adults, if their early experiences are totally 

without them? 

A tree that’s planted in a rain forest is never forced to extend its roots 

downwards for water. As a result, its roots can be poorly anchored and may 

be toppled by even a moderate wind. By contrast, the mesquite tree, planted 

in a dry desert, survives by driving its roots down thirty feet or more into the 

earth, seeking for water. By adapting and adjusting to harsh conditions, the 

well-rooted tree becomes strong and steady.  

Our children are like these trees. Children who have learned to cope with 

their small problems are better anchored and better able to deal with things 

than those who have never faced them. So your role is not to eliminate every 

challenge that your child faces. Rather, it’s to serve as a confident ally on 

their behalf and to give them the tools with which to handle problems.  

 
© 2016:  This devotional is produced by United Christian Broadcaster, free of charge through 
the generosity of our supporters.   As a gift to the body of Christ, permission is given to 
Churches and Christian organisations to copy up to a maximum of 52 daily excerpts per year.   
Excerpts must acknowledge The Word for Today as the source, give the UCB address (see 
below) and inform that free issues of the daily devotional are available for the UK and Republic 
of Ireland - .Westport Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 4JF 
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Gardening with George - More plant lore 

from George, horticulturist and star of the small screen.  
 

When Gill and I were first married, we lived in one of 
the lodge houses within the confines of the Royal 
Botanic Garden Edinburgh. The house and adjoining 
stable yard are long gone, having been demolished back 
in the late 1970s and early 1980s to make way for the John Hope Gateway 
complex.  Each morning I would walk across the Garden to my office. 
Following my successful completion of the Diploma Horticulture Edinburgh, 
the three-year course in Amenity and Ornamental Horticulture run by the 
‘Botanics’, I had hoped to follow a career in the Horticultural advisory service 
but the only such post available at that time (1969) was in ‘wartorn’ Northern 
Ireland and was not recommended. Instead I was offered a post as a 
supervisor in the nursery and asked to take student groups for plant 
identification tutorials. Thus started my long stay at RBGE. However I soon 
became bored by the simplicity of the tasks allotted to me and decided to 
apply for teacher training. I was successful and in 1971 and 72 attended 
Wolverhampton Teachers’ Training College as a sandwich student.  Never in 
my wildest dreams had I ever considered a career in teaching or lecturing but 
here I was… . 
 
Meanwhile… 
 
Looking out of the window on to a damp and dreich garden, one could feel 
down and despondent in these short winter days but even in the middle of 
winter the first signs of spring and brighter days ahead are already there.  
Some of my snowdrops have been earlier than usual this season – it’s almost 
as though they know that some signs of hope and cheerfulness are needed. 
The variety ‘Three Ships’ (I feel a Christmas Carol coming on), has been in 
bloom since the start of Advent and there is still one flower in evidence one 
month later.  This is an early-flowering variety and was a gift from a friend 
some years ago.  Mrs Backhouse, Colossus and an unknown and unnamed 
variety are also in flower now and have joined the small group of winter 
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aconites that have raised their cheery little yellow faces to greet the weak 
winter sunshine.  Soon they will all be joined by more snowdrops, early 
crocus and iris.     
 
In winter when few pollinating insects are about, plants which flower at this 
time are often heavily scented in order to attract as many pollinators as 
possible. The damp still air in midwinter holds the scent of flowers for longer 
and as it drifts and wafts its way across the garden, the plant scents attract 
insects and guide them to their flowery sources.  Shrubs such as mahonia, 
witch hazel (Hamamelis), viburnum and daphne all produce a heavy scent 
and are welcome additions to any garden.   
 
Colour in the garden is welcome at any time and never more than at this time 
of year. The coloured bark on the young growths of birch, willow, dogwood 
and some of the Chinese and Japanese maples add a welcome point of 
interest.  Stems which are yellow or orange show up well in the watery 
winter sunshine, especially when planted in a position where the last rays of 
the setting sun can illuminate them and enhance their beauty.   
 
Soon the daffodils, crocus, hyacinths and tulips in the pots and troughs, 
window boxes, borders and beds in the garden will be a blaze of colour and 
we will quickly forget these duller days. That is the joy and beauty of 
gardening, an occupation and hobby filled with optimism and sprinkled with 
faith, courage and hope.  Seed catalogues are dropping through the door 
almost every day at the moment so it’s now time to sit and ponder and plan 
the joys for the year ahead. 
 
Happy New Year and Happy 
Gardening  
Stay safe 
 
 

George 
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Brain teaser   

 
This month I’ve been thinking about the phrase GLORY TO GOD.  

 

 

Can you work out whose names I’ve used the first letters of, to spell out 

GLORY TO GOD? Each clue is in alphabetical order after the first letter so:  

P ALU would be    PAUL. 

 
 

 

G AHILOT  A giant 

L AARSUZ  He was raised from the dead 

O AABDHI  His book of the Bible is between Amos and Jonah 

R HTU  She loved her mother-in-law 

Y AEHW  Israelite name for God 

 

 

T HIMOTY  Paul wrote two letters to him  

O AHPR  She didn’t love her mother-in-law quite as much as R---. 

 

 

G DEINO  Bibles in hotel rooms are called after him 

O G  An Amorite king of Bashan (running out of options here) 

D AEILN  He was thrown into a lions’ den.  

 
 
 
 
Alison  
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Getting to know you – Avril 
 

I have been a member of PJPC for the 

past 15 years (I was previously a 

member of St James). I first met Stewart 

when helping with a combined 

Portobello churches’ summer mission. 

In the past I have helped with the 

church junior drama group, Messy 

Church and the Feast of Life choir. How 

I miss our church community. 

 

Q. What is a favourite hymn, and why? 

A. “Be Thou My Vision”. It’s a hymn that has been played at family weddings 

and funerals. I love the tune – how it starts with the plea of “Be Thou” and 

soars to “Thou my best thought in the day and night”. Lyrics and tune are 

both Irish. 

 

Q. What is an early church memory? 

A. My sister and I aged about 3 or 4, sitting through sermons that seemed to 

last ages. We would crouch around the kneelers at our parents’ feet and pull 

our knitted hats over our eyes and peep over the top of the pews at all the 

serious grown-ups. 

 

Q. What’s an early childhood memory? 

A. Christmas aged 2 and a half. I remember the build up to Christmas, the 

idea of Santa and the complete surprise at all the presents he had managed 

to get down our small chimney which included a scooter that I hadn’t thought 

to ask for. 
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Q. What is your job and, in an alternative life, what might be your dream 

job? 

A. I am a music teacher in a secondary school in the Borders. I always thought 

that my dream job would have been a flautist in an orchestra despite lack of 

talent. Teaching is a vocation and I love it and wouldn’t want to do anything 

else. 

 

Q. What are you reading at the moment? 

A. “Some Kids I Taught and What They Taught Me” by Kate Clanchy. A gift 

from a friend that I would recommend to everyone. 

 

Q. How are you finding lockdown? 

A. I enjoyed the first lockdown in Spring with Summer on its way. I realised 

how busy my life was between work, home and welcomed slowing down, 

appreciating nature and spending time with both my girls at home. There 

were difficult times but felt fortunate to be able to still talk to family online 

and walk with friends. 

 

I’ve finally got to grips with my school ipad and how to teach online. This was 

a necessary but it’s been a steep learning curve. And I’ve tidied my sock 

drawer by texture and colour. Plenty more drawers to tackle. 

 

Q. What are you longing to do once lockdown is over? 

A. Fly to Northern Ireland to see my parents. I have managed to get over 

twice since the start of lockdown but wasn’t able to travel over Christmas and 

New Year. 

 

Q. What is your most prized possession? 

A. Photos – in albums, computer, on my phone. Everything else is replaceable. 
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Q. Tell us something that not many people know about you. 

A. I have an identical twin sister who is also a music teacher. I wasn’t 

expected so when my sister was born, the doctor was shocked that there was 

another and I was born 2 hours later. 

 

Q. What luxury would you take to a 

desert island?  

A. A piano. Or lots of chocolate.  

 

Q. What do you do to relax? 

A. Read, play piano, go for walks. 

 

Q. Where would you go in a time machine and why? 

A. Previously I would say back to the Cavern in Liverpool when the Beatles 

first performed or to a concert with Gershwin. Now however I would want to 

go back to a time where I could have a conversation with my mum [in the 

photo with Avril]. She has dementia and is quickly forgetting my sister and 

me. I would give almost anything to spend time with her as she was. 

 

Q. What is a favourite quotation? 

A. “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good people to do 

nothing”. Edmund Burke 

 

Q. What do you miss (or not) about being a child? 

A. I miss having a bigger family of aunts, uncles and cousins to spend holidays 

as a family with as I had when growing up in Northern Ireland. I don’t miss 

being “one of the twins” and being viewed as one unit. 

 

Q. What kind of music do you listen to? 

A. Favourite composers Beethoven and Mozart, favourite pop artists the 

Beatles and Paul Simon. And church choral music. 
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Q. How would you like to be remembered? 

A. As kind and someone who listens. 

 

Q. What gets you up in the morning? 

A. A fear of missing daylight. I can’t bear closed curtains during the day. What 

a waste. 

 

Q. What makes your heart sing?  

A. When the penny drops in a lesson and pupils 

understand and are enthused. Also being part of a 

choir in a performance – after the rehearsing and 

when a piece comes together, your heart soars with 

the beauty of being in the midst of the close 

harmonies.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
No diary 
 
For obvious reasons there is no diary section of the magazine with notices of 
services, rotas etc. 
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LIFE AND WORK – February 2021 
 
 
 
 
We are not enemies Jackie Macadam brings together US ministers and staff 
within the Church of Scotland looking to the future after a bitterly contested 
US presidential election which revealed deep divisions within their homeland 
 
Getting the message over Lawyer Iain Mitchell QC tell Jackie Macadam about 
his call to the Bar – and preaching in the Church of Scotland 
 
The Big Picture Reader photographs 
 
Lenten Reflections First in a series of reflections to journey through Lent 
 
Meditation The Very Rev John Chalmers 
 
 
 
 
 
Online 
Visit www.lifeandwork.org for news and exclusive features, including 
Coronavirus Diaries from Church of Scotland mission partners across the 
world. You can also find us on facebook.com/lifeandwork or 
Twitter@coslifeandwork 
 
Subscribe online from £12, or download a digital copy for £1.99; return the 
form in the magazine. Gift subscriptions are also available.  
 
  

http://www.lifeandwork.org/
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MAGAZINE/DIARY DEADLINES 
 
March 2021   Sunday 21st February 2021 
April 2021   Sunday 21st March 2021 
May 2021   Sunday 18th April 2021 
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